Your Excellencies,

We are writing to urge you to reject any attempt at United Nations General Assembly plenary to
defer consideration of parts of the United Nations Human Rights Council report.

As civil society organizations from all regions of the world, we look to the Human Rights Council for
protection of the human rights of all. Every year, after much deliberation, debate and substantive
negotiations, the Council adopts numerous resolutions, mandating panels, reports, Special
Procedures, Commissions of Inquiry and other tools and mechanisms.

The creation of an Independent Expert to address violence and discrimination based on sexual
orientation and gender identity in June 2016 was fully within the mandate and authority of the
Human Rights Council. It was a decision based on the findings in two reports A/HRC/19/41
and A/HRC/29/23 that the Council requested of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. The
Council concluded that protection against violence and discrimination on the basis of sexual
orientation and gender identity merited particular attention.

We are concerned the authority granted to the Council by the General Assembly will be
fundamentally undermined if the General Assembly seeks to reopen the Council’s annual report and
select which resolutions it supports and which it seeks to block, even on the pretext of deferment. In
effect, this would open all Council resolutions up to renegotiation and debate every year, and have
far-reaching implications well beyond the specific resolution currently under consideration. While
this current move specifically targets the creation of this Independent Expert by the Council similar
reasoning could be employed to undermine any decision validly taken by the Council at any time.

It has been suggested that there is no legal basis for the mandate of the Independent Expert. The
legal basis for the mandate is exactly the same as the legal basis on which all three sexual
orientation and gender identity (SOGI) resolutions adopted by the Council were founded, including
that presented by South Africa in 2011 and that presented by Brazil, Chile, Colombia and Uruguay in
2014.

The establishment of the Independent Expert does not seek to create new standards, but simply to
address within the existing framework provided by established international human rights law a
protection gap for individuals facing violence and discrimination on the basis of their sexual
orientation and gender identity. Special Procedures mandates have been created in recent years by
the Council focusing on systemic discrimination, marginalization and violations of a number of
populations that have no explicit reference in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, such as
persons with albinism and older persons.

A mandate-holder was appointed to the position of Independent Expert at the September session of
the Human Rights Council without a vote, and has already assumed office and commenced work as
of 1st November 2016. There is no basis in the attempt to now prevent the mandate holder from
continuing his important work. We look to all states to uphold and defend institutional integrity of
United Nations human rights system and the principle of non-discrimination at the upcoming General
Assembly Plenary.

Signed by 870 NGOs from 157 countries, see full list below.
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Xinjiang LGBT Center

£ & 1% chongzhen middle school

HEXME

Diverse Voices and Action (DIVA) for Equality
Drodrolagi Movement

Fiji MSM+

pacific rainbows advocacy network

Pacific Sexual Diversity Network

Rainbow Pride Foundation

Youth Champs 4 Mental Health

Asset trust
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ASTITVA TRUST

Banglar Manabadhikar Surasha Mancha (MASUM)
CARE
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EMPOWER INDIA

HRDA India

Human Rights Alert

Human Rights Defenders Alert - India [ HRDA]
India Alliance for Child Rights (IACR)

Institute of Human Rights Education of People's Watch
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES IN INDIA
People's Watch

QueerCampus

Sahodaran

Sampoorna Working Group, A Network Of Trans and Intersex Indians
Sangama

Sarathi Trust

TFINS

Thozhi

Zo Indigenous Forum

GAYa NUSANTARA

The Indonesia SOGIE Diverse Institute

IraQueer

Rasan

The lesbian and Transgender network (6Rang)
Gay Japan News

NPO Nijiiro Diversity

NPO Rainbow Soup
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transgender students meeting
Anonymous

Anonymous

Rainbow Street organization
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Kazakhstan International Bureau for Human Rights and Rule of Law

Anonymous

TransQueer

HRM "Bir Duino-Kyrgyzstan"

Helem

MOSAIC

Anonymous

myHARAM - Malaysian Humanist and Rationalist Movement
PELANGI Campaign for Equality and Human Rights Initiative
Anonymous

Seksualiti Merdeka

KUTMI

Anonymous

Centre for Human Rights and Development

Globe International Center

Human development, Reproductive health/Rights NGOs network

Anonymous

LGBT Centre (Mongolia)

Anonymous

Equality MyANMAR

Ara Taiohi

DANSS 2008 Inc

F'INE Pasifika Aotearoa

Foundation for Peace Studies Aotearoa / New Zealand
New Zealand Council of Trade Unions Out@Work Council
Rainbow Wellington

TransAction

Blue Veins

Strengthening Participatory Organization (SPO)

Women Action Forum, karachi

Aswat- Palestinian Queer Women

GALANG Philippines, Inc.
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PHILIPINA Legal Resources Center

Philippine Alliance of Human Rights Advocates (PAHRA)

Society of Transsexual Women of the Philippines
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The Society of Transsexual Women of the Philippines (STRAP)
Gonggam Human Rights Law Foundation

Korean House for International Solidarity

Lesbian Counseling Center in South Korea

Rainbow Action Against Sexual-Minority Discrimination
Solidarity for Queer Liberation at Sogang University, Dancing Q
[JOJO/gender voyager, group against the gender binary
Civil Society Support Programme

Samoa Faafafine Association Inc.

Function 8

Oogachaga

Think Centre

EQUAL GROUND

INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre, Colombo
International Centre for Ethnic Studies

Legal Committee of the Syrian National Coalition
FOR-SOGI

Gays without Borders

Sangsan Anakod Yawachon

TEA Law, LGBTIQ Law Center

Thai Transgender Alliance

Transmen Alliance Thailand

Transpiration Power

XXX Theatre Company

Tuvalu Pina Association

LGBT RIGHTS UAE

VPride Foundation

ICS Center

Trwdng Hoc Da Sac

Anonymous

Anonymous

Streha center

Peace Dialogue

PINK Armenia

MiGaY - Verein zur Integration und Férderung von homosexuellen Migrant_innen

Queer Base - Welcome and Support for LGBTIQ Refugees
Anonymous

Anti-Discrimination Centre Memorial

EGALITE (Equality for LGBTI+ in the European Institutions)
European Union of the Deaf Youth (EUDY)

NELFA Network of European LGBTQI* Families
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Omnya

RainbowHouse Brussels

Straffe Ketten RFC ASBL
Anonymous

Anonymous

Sarajevo Open Centre

Trans* BiH

Youth LGBTI Organization "Deystvie"
Lesbian Group Kontra

Trans Aid

Accept - LGBT Cyprus

Prague Pride

Center for Konfliktlgsningd
Copenhagen Pride

International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims (IRCT)
Intersex Danmark

KONO

Mix Cooenhagen

Estonian LGBT Association
Acceptess-T

AIDES

Association OriZon

C'est Pas Mon Genre

Anonymous

Fédération Total Respect

MIF

RenfoCap Centre

Shams - France

Solidarité Internationale LGBTQI
SOS SEXISME

UEEH

Anonymous

Article 42 of the Constitution

Union Sapari

Women's Initiatives Supporting Group
Jugendnetzwerk Lambda e.V.

keine

LSVD Saar

Nuremberg Internarional Human Rights Film Festival
Oll Europe
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Anonymous

Thessaloniki Pride

Hattér Society

Hungarian Helsinki Committee

Hungarian LGBT Alliance

Labrisz Lesbian Association

Rainbow Mission Foundation / Budapest Pride
Intersex Iceland

Samtdkin 78

Outhouse LGBT Community Centre
Transgender Equality Network Ireland (TENI)
Associazione radicale certi diritti

Comitato provinciale Arcigay Palermo

Il Grande Colibri

Center for Social Group Development- CSGD
Lithuanian National LGBT organization LGL
National LGBT* Rights Organization LGL
Coalition All For Fair Trials

Coalition SHRMC

Leftest Movement Solidarnost

LGBT United Tetovo

Subversive Front

Gay Straight Alliance MCAST

LGBTI + Gozo

Malta Humanist Association

Malta LGBTIQ Rights Movement
GENDERDOC-M Information Centre
Juventas

CHOICE for Youth and Sexuality

Curacao Pride Foundation, FOKO
EduDivers

Maruf Foundation

MENA LGBT

Anonymous

Muslims for Progressive Values Nederland
Netherlands Helsinki Committee

NNID Foundation

Anonymous

Anonymous

St. Maarten/St. Martin Alliance For Equality
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Stichting Heroas Foundation

Stichting Roze Zaterdagen Nederland

The Hague Ambassadaors for Emancipation
Transgender Netwerk Nederland

Anonymous

WO=MEN Dutch Gender Platform

FRI - Foreningen for kjgnns- og seksualitetsmangfold
Notwegian Church Aid

Anonymous

Polish Institute for Human Rights and Business
Trans-Fuzja Foundation

ILGA Portugal

ACCEPT Association

Center for the Development of Democracy and Human Rights
LGBT initiative group "Rakurs", Arkhangelsk

Public Verdict

Russian LGBT Network

Anonymous

AS - Center for the Empowerment Youth of people who are living with HIV and AIDS

Anonymous

TransFuzia

Drustvo DIH - Enakopravni pod mavrico
Drustvo informacijski center Legebitra
Lesbian Section SKUC-LL

Out in Slovenia

Zavod TransAkcija

ACATHI

Associacio Encara en Accié, Moviment afectiu, sexual i de génere

Federacié Comissi6 Unitaria 28 de Juny
Fundaci6 Privada Enllag

FUNDACION DANIELA

GAIS POSITIUS

Anonymous

Observatorio Etico Internacional - OBETI
Dharma & Martia

LGBTQI migrants movement Sweden
Malmé pride

Anonymous

Anonymous

Damj geneve

Hyestart

Netherlands,
Netherlands,
Netherlands,
Netherlands,
Netherlands,
Netherlands,
Norway,
Norway,
Poland,
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Russia,
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International Institute on Race, Equality and Human Rights
The Swiss Rainbow Families Association
Transgender Network Switzerland

Anonymous

Hun Consultancy ( Human Rights Based Legal and Strategic Consultancy)

Red Umbrella Sexual Health and Human Rights Association
"Public Alternative"

Human Rights Information Center

African Rainbow Family

Beyond Violence

Centre for Secular Space

Equality Network

Equality Network, Scotland

Human Rights Concern - Eritrea (HRCE)
IntersexUK

Anonymous

Public Interest Research Centre

Spectra

UK Lesbian and Gay Immigration Group (UKLGIG)
Anonymous

Anonymous

ATTTA Red Nacional

Comunidad Homosexual Argentina (CHA)
Conurbanos Por La Diversidad- Jévenes Por La Diversidad
El Vahido Asociacion Civil

Federacion Argentina LGBT

Justicia Intersex

Koinonia

LGTB

Unidos Todos Asociacion Civil

Anonymous

EQUALS

Our Circle

United Belize Advocacy Movement

Asuncami

Fundacioén Diversencia

MANODIVERSA ASOCIACION CIVIL

Mesa de Trabajo Nacional

RED TREBOL

Associacédo da Parada do Orgulho LGBT de Campinas

GESTOS- Brazil
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Gestos-Brazil

Grupo Dignidade

Organizagao da Livre Identidade e Orientagcdo Sexual do Para
Coordinadora Nacional de Atencién en Vih / Sida
Fundacion IgualesCh

MOGALETH

Observatorio de Derechos Humanos y Legislacion
Organising Trans Diversities OTD Chile

Anonymous

RED NACIONAL MUNICIPAL OFICINAS DIVERSIDAD
Anonymous

traveschile

Acadehum

ACTIVISTA INDEPENDIENTE

Anonymous

Bogota Rosa

Casa de la Memoria

Anonymous

Colombia Diversa

Corporacion Femm

Corporacion red somos

Corporacion Sisma Mujer

Anonymous

DeFenerando

egoCity Community Network

Anonymous

Fundacion en Acciéon (NGO)

Fundacién Grupo de Accidom y Apoyo a Personas Trans GAAT
Fundacion Sergio Urrego

Fundacion Siete Colores

Anonymous

Anonymous

Grupo de Mamas Lesbianas

Anonymous

Mecanismo social de apoyo y contro en VIH - MSACV
No se

ONG FUNDACION DIVERSIDAD PASTO

Orgullo LGBT Colombia

Otras Voces

Parces ONG

Recolvih
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Red Nacional de Mujeres

Red Nacional de Mujeres - Colombia
Sostenibilidad Legal

Subversién Marica

Universidad Santo Tomas

Victimas en pro de sus derechos
Wayra

AGECO

Asociacion Ciudadana ACCEDER

Centro de Educacién y Promocién Nosotros

Centro Internacional para los Derechos HUmanos de los Migrantes

CIPAC

Comunidad Casabierta

Anonymous

Frente Por los Derechos Igualitarios (FDI)

Mulabi/ Espacio Latinoamericano de Sexualidades y Derechos
Redes Sociales Comunitarias del CENESEX
CHAP-Dominica

Minority Rights Dominica (MiRiDom)

Colegas GLBT

FUNCEJI

Fundacién Sentimos Diverso

Organizacién Ecuatoriana de Mujeres Lesbianas - OEML

Terra Mater

Asociacion Comunicando y Capacitando a Mujeres Trans con VIH en El Salvador

(COMCAVIS TRANS)

Asociacion Salvadorefia de Derechos Humanos Entre Amigos
ASTRANS

Esmules

Groundation Grenada

Mujeres Pintando el Mundo

Help & Shelter

Society Against Sexual Orientation Discrimination (SASOD)
Asociacion Colectivo Violeta

Anonymous

Cattrachas

Colour Pink Foundation

Anonymous

Quality of Citizenship Jamaica

Accion colectiva por los derechos de las minorias sexuales A.C

Asistencia Legal por los Derechos Humanos (ASILEGAL-México)
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Balance A.C.

Buenas Intenciones A.C.

CEDA EL PASO COMUNICACION ESTRATEGICA S.C.
Ciudadano

CONSEJO COMUNITARIO NAHUAT

Anonymous

Anonymous

CUMY AC

dhm

Enfoque de Igualdad AC

Espolea

Fundacion Arcoiris.

GayLatino

Género, Etica y Salud Sexual AC

INCIDE SOCIAL A.C.

Instituto de Investigaciones Juridicas UNAM

La Cabaretiza AC

Las Reinas Chulas Cabaret y Derechos Humanos AC
Movimiento Mexicano de Ciudadania Positiva, A.C.

No tengo

Observa los Medios A.C.

Profesora Investigadora de la Universidad Auténoma Metropolitana, Ciudad de México
Anonymous

SHSSR/SERVICIOS HUMANITARIOS EN SALUD SEXUAL Y REPRODUCTIVA AC
Spatium Libertas AC

Teatro & SIDA, A. C.

THERE IS NOT AN ORGANIZATION

UDiversidad UNAM

Universidad Autdbnoma de Nayarit

ANDISEX

Centro de Informacion y Servicios de Asesoria en Salud - CISAS
Movimiento Autonomo de Mujeres

Red Tematica de la Diversidad Sexual LGBTIQ de Nicaragua
AID FOR AIDS

Ciudadania Joven

Empoderadxs

Instituto Runa de Desarrollo y Estudios sobre Género
MUSAS Peru

Anonymous

AIDS Action Foundation

Eastern Caribbean Alliance for Diversity and Equality
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Anonymous
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Colectivo Ovejas Negras

Accion Solidaria on HIV/aids

ACCSI Accién Ciudadana Contra el SIDA
Anonymous

Azul Positivo

Centro para la Paz y los DDHH de la Universidad Central de Venezuela (UCV)

CIVILIS Human Rights
CONTRANATURA

Fundacion Amigos de la Vida
Fundacioén Reflejos de venezuela
Laboratorio de Paz (LabPaz)
Movimiento Proinclusién
Programa Venezolano de Educacion Accién en DDHH (PROVEA)
Proinclusion VP

Sociedad Civil

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza

Unién Afirmativa de Venezuela

Venezuela Diversa

Canadian Union of Public Employees

Egale Canada

El-Tawhid Juma Circle

Elliot Lake Pride Commitee

Anonymous

KyivPride Canada

LGBTQ Youth Centre

Anonymous

Women Transforming Cities Inernational Society

All Out

Allard K. Lowenstein International Human Rights Clinic, Yale Law School
American Jewish World Service

Center for International Peace and Reconciliation

Council for Global Equality

East Timor and Indonesia Action Network (ETAN

Global Justice Institute, Metropolitan Community Churches

Global Public Health
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Grenadines,
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Grindr 4 Equality

Anonymous

Hawai'i Institute for Human Rights Also Four Freedoms Forum

Human Rights Campaign

Human Rights First

ILGA-North America

LGBT Intercultural Wellness Center

MALCOLM X CENTER FOR SELF DETERMINATION
National Jericho

NYU Law

Self

Sosaiete O Faafafine | Amerika Samoa (SOFIAS)
Soulforce

TGSF

United Nations association

United Nations Association of Georgetown
Woodhull Freedom Foundation

World Sindhi Congress

Association for Human Rights in Ethiopia (AHRE)
Sexual Minorities Uganda (SMUG)

National Coalition of Human Rights Defenders Uganda
Pan African Human Rights Defenders Network
DefendDefenders

Asian Legal Resource Centre

Urgent Action Fund for Women's Human Rights
Access Now

Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD)
Human Rights Law Centre

International Platform against Impunity

PILIPINA Legal Resources Center

Seguridad en Democracia (SEDEM)

Strategic Advocacy for Human Rights

Just Associates (JASS)

Conectas Direitos Humanos

Migrant Forum Asia

United Nations Association UK

Minority Rights Group International
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