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Elections to [iil vacancies in subsidiary organs and other
elections: election of members of the Human Rights Council

Letter dated 23 February 2021 from the Permanent Representative
of Qatar to the United Nations addressed to the President of the
General Assembly

I have the honour to wnform you that the Government of the State of Qatar has
decided to present its eandidature to the Human Rights Couneil for the term 2022-
2024 at the elechons to be held during the seventy-sxth session of the General
Assembly, in 2021

In accordance with General Assembly resolution 60251, I am pleased to
transmit herew1th the voluntary pledges and commitments of the State of Qatar to the
promotion and protection of human rights at the national and international levels (see
annex)

I should be grateful 1f you could arrange for the present letter and 1ts annex to
be circulated as a document of the General Assembly, under item 118 (d)

(Signed) Alya Ahmed § Al-Thani
Ambassador
Permanent Representative
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Annex to the letter dated 23 February 2021 from the Permanent
Representative of Qatar to the United Nations addressed to the
President of the General Assembly

[Ongmnal Arabic}
Candidature of Qatar to the Human Rights Council

Introduction

Respecting, promoting end protecting human nights 15 8 pelicy prionty for Qatar
We are mundful thet human rights, peace and security are interdependent and mutually
remnforcing

That prionity 15 reflected 1 a constitutional and legislative system that embodies
the principles of human rghts and fundamental freedoms, and respects and protects
everyone In institutional terms, 1t 1s reflected in a range of human rights mstitutions
and agencies that contribute effectively to the promotion and protection of human
nights

Respecting, protecting and promoting human rights is @ strategic choice
underpinning the Government's comprehensive reform process. Human development
and the protection and promotion of human rights are at the forefront of the country’s
priorities Such en approach 1s highlighted in the Qatar National Vision 2030, an
averarching vision for development that addresses key human rights dimensions in
such areas as education, health, the environment, labour rights, the empowerment of
women, children’s rights It also features promunently in the first (2011-2016) end
second (2018-2022) national development strategies The Govemnment of Qatar
considers the promotion and protection of human rights to be the comerstone of its

foreign pohicy

It has therefore adopted a forwerd-thinking policy to consohdate a cullure of
human nights Iis epproach 1s focused on the rule of law, transparency, justice and
human dignity Over the last few years, Qatar has adopted a wide range of specific,
tangible and ground-breaking meesures with & view to manstreaming human nghts
at the domestic end ntermnational levels

Accordingly, Qatar has sought to become a member of the Human Rights
Councy) its establishment Qatar believes in the important role of the Council as the
primary organ of the United Nations for the promotion and protection of human rights
It hopes to continue playing an effective, posilive and constructive role on Council,
as it has done at the current and previous sessions To that end, 1t 15 submutting 1its
candtdature for membership of the Counci! for the term 2022-2024

Efforts and achievements of Qatar during its previous terms as a member of
the Human Rights Council

Throughout 1ts membership of the Human Rights Council, Qatar has cooperated
gctively and constructively with Member States in order to engblethe Ceuncil to fulfil
its mandate i the best possible way and achieve the noble aims for which it was
established

The Government of Qatar has decided to submt its candidature because it 15
convinced of the need to continue working through this important international forum
It has taken thet decision in the kmowledge that it has fulfilled its national and
intemational obhgations and continues to maeke progress towards meeting the
commitments that it undertook on bemng elected to the Council for the pericd from
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2015 to 2020 The most significant steps taken by the Govemment during the past
term are as follows

International contributions, pledges and obligations

International level

« Because respecting and upholding human rights 15 among its mamn goals, Qatar
has ecceded to seven of the nine core human rights conventicns, 1 addition to
many of the protocols additionel thereto The most significant instruments to
which it has acceded are as follows

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, by virtue of Decree
No 40 (2018)

International Covenent on Economic, Socizl and Cultural Rights, by virtue
of Decree No 41 (2018)

Convention on the Elmination of all Forms of Discrimination Against
Women, by virtue of Decree No 28 (2009}

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, by virtue of Decree
No. 28 (2008)

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabihities, signed tn 2007

Optianal Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Ciuld on the sale
of children, child prostitution end child pornography, by virtue of Decree
No 15(2003)

Convention agamst Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
‘Freetment or Punishment, by virtue of Decree No 27 (2001)

Oplionel Protoco! to the Convention on the Rights of the Chuld on the
mvolvement of children tn armed conflict

Convention on the Rights of the Child, by virtue of Decree No 45 (1995)

Internationel Convention on the Elirmnation of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination, in July 1976

» During the period 2015-20720, Qatar acceded to other international conventions
on the promoticn and protection of human nights, including the following

Agreement for the Establishment of the International Anti-Corruption
Academy as an International Orgamzation, by virtue of Decree No 11
(2019)

International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of
Terronsm (1999), by virtue of Decree No 20 (2018)

International Convention for the Suppression of Terroris Bombings
{1997}, by virtue of Decree No 21 (2018)

Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitale Access to Published Works for Persons Who
Are Blind, Visually Impaired, or Ctherwise Print Disabled, on
17 Seplember 2018

Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts of Viclence at Awports
Serving International Civil Aviation, by virtue of Decree No 63 (2017)

» In recent years, Qatar has adopted a strategy of withdrawing or reviewing its
general reservations and declarations in respect of human rights conventions,
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end asmending its national laws accordingly This has been done with the
Cenvention zgemnst Torture, the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography

*» Qatar has endeavoured to subrmit reports under the human rights conventions to
whichit1s party In a review of the timely submission of reports by Statesparties
to the humsan nights treaty bodies, Qatar was found to have a 100 per cent
compliance rate, the highest possible reting (see the report of the Office of the
United Nations High Commussioner for Humean Rights (OHCHR) entitled
“Reporting compliance by State parties to the human rights treaty bodies”,
2017-2019) !

= Qatar was one of the first countries to extend an open and standing invitation to
the special procedure mandate holders, n June 2010 As a result, Qatar
welcomed five special procedure mandate holders during the period 2017-2020,
as follows

- The Independent Expert on human rights end international sohidanity, from
2to 11 September 2019

- The Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, from 3 to 14 November 2019

- The Special Rapporteur on contemporery forms of racism, racial
discrimunation, xenophobia and related intolerance, from 24 November to
1 December 2019

- The Special Repporteur on the right to education, from 8to 16 December
2019

- The Special Rapporteur on the negative wnpact of unilateral evercive
measures on the enjoyment of human rnights, from 1 to 12 November 2020

« Qatar has been histed i the reports of OHCHR as one of the top providers of
voluntary contributions it was ranked 17th i 20172, 13th i 2018* and 47th in
20194

* Qatar 15 convinced of the importence of the universal periodic review, and of
the role of the Working Group on the Umiversal Periodic Review in helping
countries to enhance and strenpthen the fulfilment of thew obligations under
mtemnational human rights law Accordingly, it 15 commutted to submutting its
national reports to the Working Group 1n 2 timely manner It submitted its thard
national report to the Working Group and the Human Rights Council in May
2019 The report was sdopted in September 2019 The interactive dialogue
showed that Qatar hes worked trelessly to edvance human rights and
fundamental freedoms and has placed considerable emphasis on following up
on the findings and recommendations of the second universal periodic review
through a range of steps at all levels

* Qatar has consistently been commutted to strengthening its sirategic partnership
with the Umted Netions and effectvely contributing to the realization of the
strategic henitage plan of the United Nations Office at Geneva It provided
22 mitlion Swiss francs towards the refurbishment and modermization of
Room XIX of the Palais des Nations in Geneve The new design 15 mtended to

! https:/Arww ohche org/Documents/Issues/HRIndicators/Reporting Compliance_mep pdf

* hitps /Awww? ohchr orglenglish/OHCHRreport2017/allegat/Downloads/]_Whole_
Repori_2017 pdf

? https /iwww ohchr org/Documents/Publicalions/OHCHRreport 2018 pdf

4 https /frww ohchr org/Documents/Publications/OHCHRrepart 2019 pdf
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minimize mamtenance, maximze sustainebility and improve accesmibility,
inclusiveness and comfort The room now has & circadian hghting system, has
high-performance acoustic capabilities, and 15 wheelchair accessible It 15 the
first of sitskeind to offer sign language interpretation facilities It t5 equipped with
high-resolution screens and audiovisual screens that support edvenced
interpretation systems to enhance dielogue and exchange ameng nations.

In view of the critical role of the Human Rights Council in promating umiversal
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, Qutar effectvely
participates in a trensparent dialogue with States and non-governmentsl
organizations regarding zll stems on the agenda of the Human Rights Council,
especially technical cooperation, capacity building and the protection of
journalists Qatar 1s a major supporter of the United Nations Voluntary
Trust Fund for Victims of Trafficking m Persons, Especislly Women and
Children, it provided & total of $500,000 in the period 2011-2019 It also
supports the Urited Nations Voluntary Trust Fund on Contemporary Forms of
Slavery, the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture, and the core
budget of the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowenment
of Women (UN-Women)

Qatar has also endeavoured lo safeguard the rights of such categories as
children, older persons and persons with disabilities It proposed the declaration
of 2 April as World Autism Awareness Day, facilitated the adoption of General
Assembly resolution 74/275 and worked towards the adoplion of General
Assembly resclution 74/275 proclaiming 9 September as the International Day
to Protect Education from Attack

Guided by the obligations set forth in the Charter of the United Nations and
international law, Qatar continues to do its utmost within the international
community to address serious crises that impede the reelization of peace and
stability n the region and the world, through implementation of the resolutions
of the United Nations, ncluding those of the Human Rights Council To that
end, 1t has played an actve role 10 ensuring eccountabihity for the most serious
crimes effecting human rights and was a key partner in the mitiative that led to
the establishment of the International, Impart:al and Independent Mechentsm to
Assist in the Investigation and Prosecution of Persons Responsible for the Most
Serious Crimes under Internabional Law Commutted in the Syrian Arab Republic
since March 2011 It provided the Mechamsm with $1 mulhon during the peried
2017-2018 and an additional $1 mullion 1n 20319

Qatar has sctively participated in international gatherings and errangements to
confront specific threats to human rights For instance, it 15 a member of the
Group of Friends for Gender Panty and the Empowerment of Women and has
facilitated consultations to convene 8 high-level meeting marking the
25th anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women Itis a member of
the Group of Friends United against Human Trefficking, the Group of Friends
of Older Persons, the Group of Friends of Juverules Deprived of theiwr Liberty,
the Group for the Dialogue on Humemitarian Partnership ina Changing World,
the Group of Friends of the Responsibility to Protect, the Group of Friends of
Accountability and the Group of Friends af Persons with Disabilities Qatar elso
works to promote closer ties between cultures and peoples by participating
actively wn the Umited Nations Alliance of Civilizations

Convinced of the importance of traming, documentation and capacity -building
in humean nghts et the netional and regionel levels, Qatar has since 2009
provided support for the Umted Natons Human Rights Traming and
Documentation Centre for South-West Asia and the Arab Region in Doha
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* The Nationa) Human Rights Committee and non-governmental orgamizations in
Qetar, such as the Qatar Social Work Foundation, the Siletech Foundation, the
Education Above All Foundation and the Doha International Family Institute,
have actively participated in the work of the Human Rights Council and ats
subsidiary bodies and mechamisms The following are some examples

The National Human Rights Committee made a voluntary contribution to
OHCHR 1n 2018

The National Human Rights Comrmuttee organized an intemational
conference entitled “National, regional and mternational mechamsms to
combat wmpunity end ensure accountability under intermetional law™,
which was held in Apnl 2019 i cooperation with OHCHR, the European
Parliament and the Global Alliance of National Humen Rights Institutions

The National Human Rights Committee participated in the celebration of
the 30th anmiversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which
was organized in 2019 by OHCHR in cooperation with the Commuttee on
the Rights of the Child

In February 2020, the Nationa! Human Rights Commuttee, in cooperation
with OHCHR, the European Parliement, the International Federation of
Journalists and the Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions,
organized an international conference on the theme “Social media

chellenges and ways to promote freedoms and protect activists™

In 2019, the Educalion Above All Foundation and the Silatech Foundation
signed 2 memorandum of understanding with OHCHR with a view to
strengthening cooperation to pratect the right of young pecple to education
8s @ priority, with an emphasis on providing the necessary support for the
economic and social empow erment of young people

Also 1n 2019, the Silatech Foundation organized the Silatech High Leve!
Farum, with ligh-level participation from OHCHR, the European Union
and Umted Nations entities active in the erea of sociceconomc
development

The Education Above All Foundation participated in the 2019 Social
Forum convened by the Human Rights Council, focusing on the promotion
and protection of the rights of children and youth through education The
purpose of the meeling was to protect access to education as a basic human
right The Foundation advocated for the proclamation of the International
Day to Protect Education from Attack. The relevant resolution was
adopted 1n May 2020, thanks to an imtiative led by Her Highness Sheikha
Moza bint Nasser

The Education Above All Foundation organized a global event on the
protechon of education from attack on 9 September 2020, 1in a bid to put
an end to attacks on education and to prompt world {eaders to protect that
basic human right, especially in conflict areas and fragile Stales The event
was attended by & group of heads of State and leaders, n addition to
OHCHR

The Education Above All Foundation organized a side event on the
margins of the fortieth session of the Human Rights Counal, entitled
*Educabion in the 2030 Agenda - leaving no one behind”, which focused
on ensuring the right to education for children Living in conflict situations
gnd mnsecurty
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* Qatar 15 convinced of the importance of interactive dialogue between United
Nations mechamsms and the range of stakeholders, mncluding grassroots
organizatiens For that reason, it has participated actively in the sessions of the
Social Forum since 2012 For instance, it supported and actvely participated in
the 2018 Forurmn, focusing on the possibilities of using sport and the Olympic deal
to promote human nights for all and to strengthen universal respect for them,
supported the 2019 Forum focusing on promotion and protection of the nghts of
chuldren and youth through education, and coniributed lo the printing end
publication of the recornmendations sssued by the Forum in 2015, 2018 and 2019

= Qatar 15 histed third among Arab Stetes and 41st worldwide in the 2019 human
development report 1ssued by the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) and entitled "Beyond income, beyond averages, beyond today
Inequabties m humnan development in the 21st century”® In the report, an
overview 15 provided of the most significant developments in Qatar based on
mndicators and stelisties pertmining to seocial, econormce and environmental
development Qatar endeavours to assess ils progress in achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals To that end, it 1ssued a report in July 2019
emphesizing its commutment to echieving the targets related to the Goals order
to umprove living standards in Qater Great strides have been made towards
achieving the Gozls

= Qater tekes action to help strengthen the capabibties of the United Nations and
the miernational commumty m order to face globel humanitarian and
development chellenges In December 2018, it pledged to provide $500 million
in funding for United Nations entities, as follows

$16 million towards the core resources of UNDP for 2019-2020 A grant
agreement was also signed with UNDP for 3520 mullion to support the
Sustainable Development Goels Accelerator Labs Network for 2019-2022

$16 mullion towards the core resources of OHCHR for 2019-2020 A prant
egreement worth $4 milhon was also signed in December 2019 to support
projects that help Syrianrefugees in Jordan and Lebanon to face the winter

$8 mullion towards the core resources of the Umted Nations Fund for
Children (UNICEF) for 2019-2020

$16 million towards the core resources of the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for Pelestine Refugees in the Mear East (UNRWA)
for 2019-2020 In additien, a contribution egreement worth $20,720,502
was signed to support Palestinian refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Synia, the
Gaza Strip and the West Bank

$1,500,000 towards the core resources of the Office of the Special
Representative of the Secretary -General {or Children and Armed Conflict
for 2018--2020

$75 miltion towsards the core resources of the United Nations Office of
Counter-Terronism, for 2019-2023, 1n annual instalments of $15 million

$2 million towards the Special Purpose Trust Fund to backstop the
Resident Coordmator system for 2019-2020, as part of the reform of the
sustainable development pillar and the restructuring of the United Nations
system

$40 rmllion towards the core resources of the United Nations Office for
the Coordination of Humantarian Affairs for 2017-2020 Ancther

* http /Mdr undp org/sites/default/fileshdr2019 pdf
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agreement worth $5,200,000 was made with the Office to support country-
based pooled funds tn Jordan, Lebanon, Nigeria and Syrnia

$5 mullion as a contribution to the Central Emergency Response Fund for
2017-2021 Qatar contributed = total of $16,150,000 to the Fund between
2006 and 2020

~ $1,500,000 towards the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations for
2020-2022, to enable the Alhance to fulfil its mandate effectively

- %4 mllion 1n voluntary contributions to OHCHR for 2016-2018 A total
of $3 mullion was pledged for 2019-2021]

» Qatar 15 commutted to strengthening its strategic partnership with the United
Nations and actwely helping the Organization te achieve its noble goals of
maintaining intermnational peace and secunty, cultivating [mendly relations
among nations, promoting respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms,
fostering international cooperation to teckle sociveconomie, cultural and
humeamtaran problems, and finding appropnate solutions to the chellenges and
crises facing the world Accordingly, Qatar 15 1 the process of establishing the
United Nations House, which will host representative offices of a number of
internationzal organizations and agencies and Urnuted Nations entities i order to
enhance their ability to implement their regional and international activities and
prograrmmes For example, Qatar has signed agreements to establish an analysis
and communications centre under the Office of the Special Representatve of
the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Confhict, and to open offices of
UNDP, the Office for the Coordinstion of Humanilarian Affairs, the Office of
the United Nations High Commissicner for Refugees (UNHCR), UNICEF, the
International Crganization for Migration and the United Nations Office of
Counter-Terrorism A declaration of intent has been signed with a view to
opening an office of the Intemnational Commuttee of the Red Cross ICRC)

National level

» Qatar has continued to adopt or amend jaws and local regulations with a view
to providing 2 legal framework for the protection of human rights and
fundamental [reedoms and ensuring consistency with the relevant international
instruments Since the submussion of the 2017 pledge document, the following
laws heve been adopted

- Act No 5 (2020) amending certain provisions of Act No 15 (2011) on
combating human trafficking

- Act No 1 (2019) regulating the mvestment of non-Qateri capital n
economic activities

- Act No 20 (2019) on combating money-laundering and the financing of
terrorism

- Emun Decision No. 47 (2019) establishing and forrning s high-level
corruttes Lo prepare for the Shura Counc:l elections

- Prime Mimisterial Decision No 29 (2019) amending certain provisions of
Decision No 28 (2018) on establishing a standing commutiee for general
oversight end follow-up on the implementation of national development
strategies

~ Cebinet Decision No 26 (2019) establishing the National Commuttee on
Wormen, Children, Older Persons and Persons with Disabihities

21-02672
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Cebinet Decision No 9 (2019) amending certain provisions of Decision
No 8 (2010) estabhishing the Qatarn Commutiee for the Alhance of
Civilizetions

Decision No 51 (2019) of the Minister of Culture and Sports establishing
the Qatari Publishers and Distributors Forum and approving s
foundationel document and statute

Act No 11 (2018) regulating political asylum
Act No 10(2018) concerming permanent residency

Act No 2 (2018) amending certain provisions of Act No. 17 (2002) on the
protechon of society

Act No. 13 (2017) amending certamn provisions of the Labour Code
promulgated pursuent to Act No 14 (2004), and of Act No 13 (1990)
promulgating the Code of Civil and Commercial Procedure

Decree-Law No. 11 (2017) amending certain provisions of Act No 3
(2004} (the Counter-Terrorism Act)

Emurt Decree No 22 (2017) appomting four women to the Shura Council

Cabinet Deciston No 40 (2017) estebhishing the National Commuttee for
Drug Control

Cabinet Decision No 15 (2017) establishing the National Commuttee to
Combat Human Trafficking

Act No. 15 (2016) promulgating the Civil Service Human Resources Act

Act No 14 (2016) amending certemn provisions of Act Ne 24 (2002) on
retirement and pensions

Emiri Decision No 19 {2016) establistung the National Comumuttee for
Information Secunity

Emur1 Decision No 12 (2016) repulating the Primary Health Care
Corporation

* Legislative and procedural meesures have been taken at various levelstoprotect
and promote labour rights and the nghts of migrant workers These include the
following

The technical cooperation agreement concluded in October 2017 between
the Government and the International Labour Organization (ILO) for the
period 2018-2020 Under the zgreement, ILO is to provide technical
gdvice on inproving the systems for wage protection, inspection, and
occupational health and safety

Article 17 (2020) stipulating a mummum wage for labourers and domestic
workers

Act No 18 (2020) amending certain provisions of the Labour Code (Act
No 14 (2004)) The new laws are intended to make it easier for workers
to chenge employers during their stay in the country in a way that protects
the rights of both parties

Decree-Law No 19 (2020) amending certan provistons of Act No 21 (2015),
which regulates the entry, exit and residency of mugrant workers, so as to
abolish the nght of the current employer to object to a change of workplace
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Ministenal Dectsion No 21 (2019) regulating jomnt worker commuttees in
facilities subject to the Labour Cede

Decisien No 95 (2019) of the Minister of the Interior abolishing the exit
permit for employees of mimistries and other government agencies, public
bodies and tnstitutions, the o1l and gas sector and relevant companies, the

maritime sector tn the termtorial waters of Qatar, and agnculture and
ammal husbandry

Act No 17 (2018) providing for the establishment of 2 migrant workers®
support and insurance fund

Act No 13 (2018) amending erticle 7 of Act No 21 (2015) to abolish the
requirement for an exit permit

Cabinet Decree No. 6 (2018) esteblishing commuitees to settle labour
disputes, setting the rules and procedures to be followed before such
commultees, :dentifying the mechamism for implementing their decisions
and setting levels of remuneration

Act No 152017 (the Domestic Workers Act)

Act No 13 (2017) on the establishment of committees for the settlement
of labour disputes

The National Policy on Labour Inspection, Occupational Safety and
National Health Systems, adopted 1n April 2019

Qatar has opened visa centres in s1x countries of ongin in order to enhance
the protection of workers from all potential abuses and violations during
the recruitment process, and to provide integrated services covenng the
recruitment process and the signing of work contracts abroad

AHumanitarian Care Home has been opened through cooperation between
the National Commuttee to Combat Human Trafficking and the Qatar Red
Crescent. Its purpose is to provide protection 2nd social care to workers
who need it

» Qatar has continued to establish human rights institutions at the governmental
level and to encourage their establishment at the non-governmental level Since
the submssion of the 2017 pledge document, many such institutions have been
established, including the following

- The Stending Comrmuttee on Penal Institutions was established in 2020 Tts

terms of reference nclude formulating proposals to hammonize national
law with international standards releted to inmates of penal and
correctional institutions

The National Commuttee o Women, Children, Older Persons and Persons
with Disabilities wes established in May 2019 It momters the situation of
women's rights, examines laws related to women, children, older persons
and persons with disabilibies, and proposes amendments with 2 view to
harmmomzing those laws with the international agreements to which the
State 15 a party

The Netional Committee to Combat Human Trafficking was established in
June 2017 to ensure enforcement of the Human Trafficking Act, coordinate
the efforts of entittes working to prevent human trafficking, mise
awareness of the means of human trafficking, and exchange information
and expertise with Arab and international organizations mnvolved in the
fight agawnst human trafficking The Committee approved the National
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Plan on Combating Human Trafficking 2017-2022, which serves as a
charter for the Commuitee and for olther relevant entities

Human rights: a cornerstme of Qatar’s policy and approach

Intemational level

* The Qatar Netional Vision 2030 and the International Cooperation Sector Strategy
2018-2022 show that Qatar 15 commutted to genuune participation in international
cooperation and prepared to play 2 constructive part in bolstering international
peace and security As defined in the Vision, the most important goals in the area
of international cocperation ere as foliows promoting the ecanomuc, political and
cultural role of Qatar at the regional and global ievels, particularly in the United
Nations system and m regional and intemational orgamzations, promoting
cultural exchanges with other Arab States and peoples in particular and with other
States more broadly, end sponsoring and supperting dilogue between
cwvilizations and promoting coexistence between different religions and cultures

Qatar places a significant emphasis on strengthening bilateral and multilateral
cooperation and working with friendly Stetes, global and regional organizations
and intemnational entities It hes joined more than 328 Arab, regional and
international organizations and entities operating 1n various soctal, economic,
environmental, pohiticel, cultural and academtc areas Itusesali meansavailable
to support internationel organizations and United Nations agencies, and to
provide the help that they need in order to carry out their activities and achieve
the goals for which they were created Qatar has provided voluntary
contributions to & number of Umited Netions funds and programmes, thereby
benefiting around 100 of the Orgamzation's entibies

= One of the priorities of Qatar in the area of development 15to help States achieve
the 2030 Sustainable Development Gosls through intemational cooperation
projects. These include the following

- Official development assistance Qatar provides official development
assistance on a voluntary basis as part of its support for the development
finance agenda, South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation It
has provided internstional mid to friendly States m 13 different
humanitarian sectors Government support accounts for more than 70 per
cent of foreign aid, the remaining 30 per cent 15 non-govemmental support
Taken together, the govemmental and non-governmental foreign aid
provided by Qatar was close to the official development assistance share
of the developed countries of the North, amounting to an annual average
of §2 billion, taking nto conmderation the value of sid 1n certain yeers

- Atotal of 22,790,949,602 Qatari riyals in assistance was provided in the
period 20122019 The breakdown by year was as follows

Table 1: Total governmental assistance, 2012-2019

Amount (etart riyals)

2012 2 007 969 847
013 5090072702
014-2018 13 586 076 606
2019 2 106 830447

Total (Qatarl riyak) 22 790 949 602
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- Economic end trade assistance Qatar enjoys an 80 per cent open economy
and trades freely with all States It has signed economic and trade
agreements with many countries around the world It has been a member
of the World Trade Organization since 1996 and of the General Agreement
on Trade 1n Services since 1994

- The Silatech Foundation® has helped to provide employment opportunities
to nearly 1 million young men end women since its establishment 1n 2008,
and 1t aims to provide 2 muthon jobs in the Arab world by 2020 The
Foundation has signed several sgreements end memorandums of
understanding, including a memorandum of understanding between the
Ministry of Forewgn Affairs of Qatar and the United Nations Counter-
Terrorism Centre in 2017, and three agreements concluded in 2018 for the
economic empow erment of Somali youth through collaboration between
the Foundation, the Amenecan Refugee Comrmittee and UNHCR

- Qatar has helped children gmin access to educetion through Education
above All, a global initiztive comprising four intemational programmes,
namely Educate 2 Child, Fakhoora, Protecting the Right to Education in
Situations of Armed Conflict and Insecurity, end Reach Out to Asia The
Educate 2 Child programme works with 82 global partners, including
UNICEF, the United Nations Economic, Scientific and Cultural
Organization and UNRWA In 2018, it announced that 1t would provide
education to 10 million children who had been deprived of schooling, and
it would be implementing 65 projects in more than 50 countries for a total
value of $1.8 billion, a third of which was contributed by Qatar The
programme has pledged to expand tts projects over the next five years ’
The Fakhoora progremme® has provided 7,883 student scholarships and
refurbished 94 educationel facilities The Qatar Fund for Development has
made a contribution of 50 million Qatar riyals to UNRWA in order to
ensure access to basic education for Palestine refugees The programme
Protecting the Right to Education i Situations of Armed Conflict and
Insecunty® 15 working with a2 number of global pariners, including
OHCHR and the Centre for Humantarian Data of the Office for the
Coordmngtion of Humanitaman Affars The programme Reach Out to

® Stlatech 15 an international non-profit sccial development non-govemmental organization based
m Qatar that works Lo connect young people, wherever Lhey are, 1o the jobs and resources they
need in arder o establish and develop successful enterprises In order Lo da so, it seeks to
provide broad and innovative solutions in the employment sector by werking with loeal, regional
end intemational partners The Foundation promotes large-scale job creation, eatrepreneurship,
access to capital and markets, and youth engagement n economic development, thereby helpmng
to achieve several of the sustamnable development goals

' Educale a Chuld represents s firm commitment to help out-of-school chidren gain access lo
pnimary educabion opporlunities

* al-Fakhoera was launched in 2009 to address the impact of the conflicts in Lebanon, Jordan and
‘Turkey, in which many schools and universities had been destroyed Since then, it has grown mnto
& comprehensive and vital support system for education in Gaza, Its mission 15 o promote the
right Lo education by unlocking the potential of a new generation of marginalized children and
youth to become educated, skilled end mspirgtonal leaders of the future who would guide ther
farulies and communilies toward cohesion and prospenty

* The programme Prolecting the Right to Educilion in Situstions of Armed Conflict and Insecunty
1s working with 8 number of globa! partniers, including the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights and the Centre for Humanutarien Data of the Office {or the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA}
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Asia" has provided pnimary education and helped young people a2cquire
skills for employment opportumties A lotal of 393,535 people have
benefited directly, and 750,000 labourers in the country have also
benefited Qater supports the Charlevoix Declaration on Quality Education
for Girls and has pledged Lo provide education Lo one mullion girlsby 2021

- Qatar has helped support the health sector in several countries through
projects in cooperation with multilaterel organizations and United Nations
agencies Its contributions have totalled $793,229,671 A 100-bed hospital
for rehab:litation and prasthetics has been established in Gaza Qatar has
glso contributed $50 mullion towards the establishment of the Lives and
Livelthoods Fund, which focuses on health and infrastructure projects
Moreover, Qatar hes launched the Qatar Creating Vision inihiative, which
aims to diagnose eye diseases for six mullion children and provide them
with the necessary treatment in cooperation with the Orbis Foundation
Qatar has supported the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and
Malaria. In 2018, it signed a $5 milhon agreement with UNICEF to
eradicate cholera in Yemen, and $70 mullien have been allocated to
improving the sanitation and waler systems in Yemen

- In 2012, Qatar hosted the eighteenth session of the Conference of Parties
to the United Wations Framework Coavention on Chmate Change
Participating States successfully embarked on 2 second commitment
pentod under the Kyoto Protocol The Qatar Foundation and the Potsdam
Institute for Climate Impect Research announced that they had p ertnered
to establish a Chmate Resesrch Centre :n Doha with a view to promoting
climate change mutigation Qatar has led en erid land initiative that paved
the way for the creation of the Global Drylands Alliance It has allocated
$100 mulhon to supporting small island developing Stetes and lesst
developed countries in tackling climate change

- Qatar wil] host the Fifth United Nations Conference on the Least
Developed Countries in Doha from 23 to 27 January 2022 That conference
will be an 1mportant opportunity to shore up the response to the needs and
prionties of least developed countries and support their efforts to fulfil the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

« Qatar 1s commtted to providing humeanitarian essistance lo help peoples
afflicted by crises of all kinds, while abiding by the principles of impartiahty
end neutrality, m the following ways

- Qatar has strengthened 1its partnership with the Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs to support the Office in fulfilling its mandate of
coordinating humanitarian activities in cnisis areas To that end, an
agreement was signed on the margins of the seventeenth Doha Forum, held
1n May 2017, to support the Office's core resources with $40 million for
the period 2017-2020. Qatar has also pledged a total of $5 mullion, n
annual $1 millien instalments, to support the Office's Central Emergency
Response Fund for the period 2017-2021 Qatar w1l} thus have contnibuted
$16,150,000 from 2006 to now Since its establishment in 2006, the Fund
has proven to be an effective tool in providing immediate funding in
emergencies and protracted crises Qatar 1s currently chairing the Office’s

1 The vision underlying the Reach Oul to Asia programme 15 to create 3 world where all young
people have access o the education they need n order Lo realize their full potential and shape the
development of their communities The programme works with partners, volunteers and local
communities to ensure that people affecled by crisis across Asia and around the world have
continuous access to quabty education
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Donor Support Group for the perod from July 2020 to June 2021 Qatar
has also established a standing commuttee for rescue, relief and
humanitarian assistance in disaster-stricken areas of friendly States and
has enacted laws on humanitanian and non-governmental organizations
and donor institutions It hasprovided anurgent relief contribution of more
than $50 mullien in response to an appeal from Lebanon, and $25 million
in relief aid to the Suden

— Post-conflict reconstruction one aspect of Qatar's strategic plan on
international cooperation ts to sponsor peace talks aimed at stopping
armed conflicts and defusing tension in such countries as Lebanon,
Palestine, the Sudan and Yemen In September 2014, Qatar signed an
agreement with the United Nations Multi-Partner Trust Fund, which is
admimstered by UNDP, to provide a $88 5 mullion grant for recovery and
reconstruction in Darfur

- Cooperation mutistives with the countries of the South Qalar provided
$500,000 in financial support towards hosting and organizing the Third
South Sumtmut, which was due to take place in Uganda m 2020 but was
postponed owing to the outbreek of the coronavirus diseese (COVID-19)
pendemic

* Qater has systematically promoted dialogue through soft power diplomacy in
regional and intemational affawrs The country’s intemational relations have
focused on consolidating peace and stability in accordance with the principle of
the peaceful settlement of intemational disputes The principle of neutrahty has
helped t to act asmediator and to build platforms for dialogue between different
factions For example, Qatar has acted as a mediator in conflicts in 2 number of
Arab States such as the Darfur region of the Sudan, Lebanon, Palestine and
Yemen It has also participated in United Nations peacekeeping forces Qatart
mediation contributed to the signing in Doha in 2020 of the Agreement for
Bringing Pesce to Afgheamstan between the United States Government and the
Afghan Taliban movement 10 a bid to end 18 years of war

Chanties, civil groups and other civil society organizations in Qatar are a major
partner in development cooperation, particularly in vital sectors such as health
and education These institutions are in a positton to respond quickly to
emergencies For example, Qatar Charity, an intemational humaniterian and
development organmization, participates in intemational efforts to ensure the
night to development as a basic human rtght. It has had consultative status with
the Economic and Social Counci] since 1994, has observer status with IOM, and
18 member of the Core Humaniterian Standard Alliance and the Start Network
Qatar Chenty also works through its field offices i 30 countries and
implementing partners in another 30 countries Qatar Charity has now signed 78
cooperation and parinership agreements with United Nations entittes and made
financial contributions amounting to $86 mullion towards humamitarien and
development support to vulnerable groups, especially children, intemnally
displaced persons and refugees In 2019, Qatar Charity spent more than
$350 million on urgent humanitartan relief, social care, water and sanitation,
education, health, food security, economic empowerment and social harmony
projects, benefiting more than 10 million people 1n 60 countries Since 2014,
the Qatar1 Red Crescent has provided its international relief and development
services through 20 external offices and more than 250 funding and cooperation
agreements with United Nations, international and regional organizations It 1s
an active member of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement,
which includes the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies, ICRC and a network of national societies n 192 countries around the
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waorld, 1n addition to a number of regional end Islermc organizations, such ays
the Islamic Commuttee of the International Crescent and the Organization of
Arab Red Crescent and Red Cross Societies

= In an effort to fulfil its joint internationel responsibility and support the fight
against the coronavirus, Qatar has recently responded to requests from States
and international orgamizatiens affected by the pandemic The followmng are
examples of assistance provided by Qatar

— Qatar has cooperated with the United Nations to establish air bridges
during the pandemic with a view to delivering aid end redeploying United
Nations personnel

- Atotal of $88,660,928 1n emergency governmental and non-governmental
humanitarian aid has been distributed 1n 78 countries"!

- At the 2020 World Vaccine Summut, Qatar pledged to donate $20 million
to Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance

- Qatar has allocated $10 rmliion to suppert the World Health Organization

- Quatar has contributed $140 million to support multilateral health-cere
organizations that develop vaccines or work to ensure the resilience of
health care in other States

- Qatar has provided $150 mullion n financial support to the Gaza Sinp,
part of which was allocated to fighting the pandemic

- Qatar has esteblished five field hospitals in countries affected by the
pandemic

- Qatar has provided a total of some 535 tons of emergency medical
equipment, consisting of medicel devices, protective masks and supplies
for medical staff

Natwonal level

Driven by political will and a clunate conducive to promoling and protecting
human rights, the Government of Qatar has focused on the institutional consolidation
of humen rights To that end, it has taken the following actions

» Qatar has acceded to international and regional instruments, incorporated theuw
provisions mto the domestic legal system and formulated laws and regulations
consistent with international human rights standards For that purposse, a
commuttee was established pursuant to a decision of the Cabinet teken at its
twenty-seventh ordinary meeting of 2018 to examune the hermonization of
national laws with the two intermational human rights covenants A National
Committee on Women, Children, Older Persons and Persens with Disabilities
has been established in order to harmomize national laws with relevant
international conventions

» Human nghts offices, departments and units have been created within State
entities and given the means to fulfil theyr funchions. For instance, Decision
No 44 (2017) of the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affawrs
provides for the esteblishment of sections within the Human Rights Department
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, including 2 Section of International Affairs
whose tasks mclude ensuring effective participetion in the work of the Human
Rights Council and its mechamsms, and the Department of Human Righls

1 The State of Qatar§ aid to friendly countries to confront the emerging corona virus “Covid-19*,
Iniemnational Cooperation Department, Mimstry of Foreign Affairs, 2020
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Treaty Bodies, which has the task of formulating proposals to implement the
recommendetions issued by the human rights treaty bodies

A committee has been established Lo prepare reports related to the universsl
periedic review mechamsm, discuss them before the working group, follow up
the recommendations made, and implement them in accordance with Cabimet
Decision No 33 (2010)

Qatar has put in place broad pohicies consistent with tnternational human nghts
standards and has incorporated human rights into the Qatar National Vision
2030 It has also formulated its second national development strategy, for the
years 2017-2022. The stralegy incorporates workeble prospects for economuc,
social, cultursl, humanitarian and environmental development towardsrealizing
the Qatar National Vision 2030

The National Human Rights Committee was established 1n 2002 as an
independent nationel mstitution for the protection and promotion of human
rights It 15 regulated by Decree-Lew No 17 (2010), which was promulgated
with the aim of affording 1t more guarantees and broadening its mandate in
comphance with the Paris Principles goverming netionel human nights
mstitutions eround the world The Comnutiee was granted “A” status by the
Geneva-based Global Alhance of National Human Rights Institutiens for the
first time in 2010 and for the second consecutive time in December 2015 The
Committee proposes ways of promoting and monitoring achievement of the
objectives of international human rights conventions and instruments to which
the State 15 a party, makes recommendations concerning the State’s accession to
other human rights conventions and instruments, examines human nghts abuses
and violations, seeks to resolve human rights complaints reported to it,
coordinates with the authorities on the action to be taken, proposes ways of
addressing abuses and violations and preventing theiw occurrence, makes
suggestions to the relevant bodies concerning the consistency of current laws
and bills with the international human rights conventions to which the State 15 a
party, monitors and prepares reports on the human nights situation 1n the country
and submuts such reports, with comments, to the Cabinet, raises awareness of
human rights and freedoms, mstils human rights principles in both theory and
practice, and conducts field visits to penal and comrectional institutions,
detention centres, workers' accommodation blocks, health facilities and
educelional establishments in order to monitor the human rights situation

* Qatar has taken action to empower civii society orgamzations It 15 home to
numercls human rights non-govemnmental orgamzations, mmcluding the
following

- The National Commuttee to Combat Human Trafficking, which was
established 1n 2016 with a view to coordinating national efforts to monttor
and combat all forms of human trafficking

- The Regulatory Authonity for Charitable Aclivities, which was founded in
2014 and aims to support, encourage and regulate humanitarian work It
comprises 15 charities, including the following Qatar Chanty, the Qatar
Red Crescent Society, the Sheikh Eid Charitable Associetion, the Sheikh
Than: Bin Abdullah Foundatbion for Humanitarian Services (RAF
Foundation), the Qatar Society for Rehabilitation of Special Needs and the
Qatar Cancer Society

- The Qalar Foundation for Social Work, which was established in 2013 as a
high-level institution which, through a unufied board of directors, oversees
and momtors social work bodies in the country Acting through the centres,
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the Foundation seeks to promote humaen rights by protecting and raising
awareness of the nghts of the target groups The Foundation also prepares
and develops the plans, programmes, policies and strategies necessary to
achieve the goals of civil society mstitutions and follow up thewr
implementation, m cooperation and coordination with ministries,
government agencies, public and private bodies and institutions at hame and
gbroad The centres focus on protecting the rights of the following groups

= The Protection and Social Rehabilitation Centre (AMAN), which
seeks to protect the rights of women end children who are victims of
abuse or exposed to domestic viclence end famtly breakdown

« The Family Counselling Centre (Wifaqg), which focuses on famly
affairs

= The Orphan Care Centre (Dreama), which works to protect children
who are orphaned or of unknown parentage

= The Centre for the Empowerment end Care of Clder Persons (Ehsan)
* The Shafallah Centre for Persons with Disabilities

» The Social Development Centre (Nama), which works to empower
youth

= The Best Buddies Qatar intiative, which asims to secure the
participation of persons with disabilities in public Life

= The Al-Noor Centre for the Bhind, which aims to deliver exemplary
services to its client groups and integrate them mto the community

The National Commuttee for International Humanitarian Law, which was
established 1n 2012 to edvise the Government end help it implement and
disserrunate international humamtarian law

The Administrative Control and Trensparency Authority, which was
established in 2011 and seeks to provide oversight, ensure transparency
and integrity and combet corruption 1 all its forms and manifestations

The National Commuttee for Occupetional Health and Safety, which was
established 1n 2011 through the efforts of the Ministry of Labour and
Social Affatrs in cooperation with experts from ILO

The Education above All Foundation, which was established 1n 2012 with
the aim of providing children in areas affected by poverty or armed confhet
with an education

The Doha Intermational Centre for Interfaith Dizlogue, which was
esteblished 1n 2010 and seeks to foster a culture of dislogue and peaceful
coexistence among adherents of religions

The Qetar Committee for the Alliance of Civilizations, which was
established 1n 2010 to combat intolerance and underscore the role of
civilizations i promoting dialogue, resolving conflicts, consolidating the
values of tolerance, solidanity end peace among the world's pecples, and
furthering human development

The Mada Centre, which was established n 2010 with the aim of
strengthening digital inclusion and building an accessible technology
commumnty for persons with disabilities and older persons

The Katara Cultural District, 2 public body that was established in 2008
and aims to promote cultural life through festivals, exhibitions, seminars,
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concerts end all forms of artistic expression It includes a number of
numerous centres and sociebes, mcluding AlGannes Association, the
Children's Cultural Centre, Brooq Magazine, the Poetry Society, the
Bedaya Centre, the Katara Art Centre, the Siwar Choir, the Arab Postal
Stamp Museum, the Qater Philharmome Orchestra, Sout at-Khalee) Radio,
the Qatar Fine Arts Association, the Qatar Photographic Society, the Visual
Arts Centre, the Doha Film Institute, Qatar Museums and the Qatar Society
of Engmneers

- The Silatech Foundation, which was established in 2009 and provides job
opportunities for Arab youth

- The Doha International Famly Institute, which was estabhished in 2006
with the aum of promoting farmly -centred policies and programmes

* Qatar has responded to the human rights recommendations put forward by
non-governmental organizations For instance, it epproved the recommendation
of the National Human Rights Committee that it accede to the Convention
against Discrimination 1n Education Further to a decision taken by the Cabinet
at its second ordinary meeting of 2020, a working group has been estabhished
with a view to considering & recommendation regarding accession to the
International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappesrance and the Optional Protocol to the Convention agamnst Torture and
other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

Qatar 15 currently developing a national plan of action for human rights on the
basts of e decision taken by the Cabinet at its ninth ordinary meeting of 2017

For that purpose, it has established a national government commuttee chared by
the Secretary-General of the Mimmstry of Foreign Affairs and comprising
representatives of the relevant mimistries With its clear and practical approach
towards the promotion and protection of human rights, this planmng exercise 1s
2 route to improving the country’s human rights situation The commuttee has
considered the experiences of several States that have previously adopted
human nights plans of action 1n order to 1dentify best practices n that area It
has held a number of consultative meetings with Govermment agencies,
including the Naztional Human Rights Committee and cvil society
orgamzations The national action plan 15 due to be finahized mn the near future

Qatar 15 host to the United Nations House, which will strengthen working
channels between govemnment institutions, human rights non-govemmenlal
organizations and United Nations entities, and make 1t easier to exchange
experiences, bunld national capecities and develop civil society in the area of
human rights

Qatar continues to host international conferences and forums on development,
demacracy, human nights, and fostering a culture of peace The Government has
convened the Doha Forum, the Conference on Interfaith Dialogue and the
US-Islamie World Forum and the World Innovation Summit for Education on
an annual basis It also hosted the Fourth Globa! Forum of the United Nations
Alltance of Civihizations in 2011, the executive meeting of the Istanbul Process
16/18, entitled " Advancing religious freedom through interfaith collaboration”,
in March 2014, and the Thirteenth Umted Nations Congress on Crime
Prevention and Crimunal Justice, which culminated in the adoption of the Doha
Declaration, in 2015 Qalar has, moreaver, provided $492 milhion to the United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to implement its training programmes on
the Doha Declaration up until 2020, Qatar hosted the United Nations Asiz
Regional Summit on Business and Human Raghts, and a regional conference on
the role of OHCHR in promoting and protecting human rights in the Arab
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region, n 2016, the fifth Global Conference of the International Criminal Police
Organization (INTERPOL) on Trafficking i Human Beings and Smuggling of
Migrants, 1 2017, and the International Conference on Social Media
Chellenges and Ways to Promate Freedoms and Protect Aclivists, in 2020 Inso
doing, 1t has shown the iumportance of creating effective systems to raise
gwareness of human rights and strengthen justice, equality and equity

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic

Qatar has taken care to adhere to the highest international standards when
promoting and protecting the rights of its citizens and residents in the mudst of the
current globel heelth crisis caused by the outbreak of the CGVID-19 pandemic The
right to health 1s guaranteed under article 23 of the Constitution, which provides that
the State shall foster public health and provide the means to prevent and cure diseases
and epidemics in accordance with the law Theright to health 15 also guaranteed under
domestic law and the Nalional Health Strategy for 2018-2022, which sets out the
Stale's prioribies in protecting the health of its citizens and residents. Qater has also
ratified several international and regional instruments that exphcitly or implicitly
provide for the right to health These include the Argb Cherter on Human Rights,
article 39 of which provides for the universal right to health, including the need to
take action to prevent and cure diseases with a view to reducing mortality The
Supreme Commuttee for Crisis Management has launched a new application known
as Ehteraz (Caution) to help contain the spread of the novel coronavirus The
application has features that enable users to identify and improve on preventive
measures It also displays the latest updates end statistics and recewes guidance In
response to an appeal from Amnesty International, an updated version of the
application has been released in order to ensure user privacy Amnesty International
subsequently commended the State's response to its appeal

Qatar has also played an active role in confronting the spread of the pandemic
at the international level It takes care not to adversely affect the rights of its citizens
end residents, and to ensure that they enjoy all the nghts stipulated in international
and regional agreements, including the International Covenant on Economic, Soctal
and Cultural Rights

Voluntary pledges and commitments rnode by Qatar

As Qatar hopes Lo become 8 member of the Human Rights Counci} in the perod
3022-2024, 1t pledges to continue making an actve contribution to the work of the
Council, to support all activities to promote humen rights around the world, and to
mamnstream them mto all areas In that context, it undertakes to do the following

National level

= To continue considering acceding to the international human rights instruments
to which it 15 not yet a party

» To further develop its national laws and harmonize them with international
humen nights law

«To dissemunate a human rights perspective when implementing the Qatar
National Vision 2030 and the relevant national strategies

» To further develop, empower and enhance the effectiveness of national
institutions and civil society organizations in the area of human rights, and to
continue examuning thewr recommendsztions with a view to implementation

» To strengthen coordination between national institutions and recently established
departments within the State's human nights bodies
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*To support public policies that promote the human nghts of social groups,
women, children, the elderly, persons with disabtlibes and migrant workers

= To contmnue hosting conferences, workshops and training and awareness-raising
sessions 1n the area of humen rights for all segments of sociaty

Regiondl level

= To create mncentives to address human rights 1ssues as priority Lopics in regional
forums and mainstream such 1ssues into regional forums, programmes, activities
and priorities

= To conbinue advocating for dialogue and the peaceful settlement of disputes with
a view to safeguerding international and regional peace end security in the region

» To continue calling for the estabhishment of a regional security system to
sefeguard the security and stability of the Middle East in general and the Gulf
reglon in particular

*To support btlateral and multilateral programmes that contribute to the
promotien and protection of human rights among the countries of the region

* To continue playing 8 constructwve, impartial end honest role, notably through
mediation, in resolving regional crises from the legal and humaniterian
siandpoint, in order to protect and address threats to human rights

* To continue providing various forms of support for the United Nations Human
Raghts Tramnng and Documentation Centre for South-West Asia and the Arab
Region in Doha

Irnternational level

»To use its position as a member of the Human Rights Council 1n order to
preserve the country's effective, constructive and positive role in advancing
human rights and fundemental freedoms eround the world, as follows

- Engaging 1 a constructive and transparent human rights dialogue with
States and non-governmental orgamzations

- Continuing its cooperation with OHCHR

- Contributing tothe development of the modalities of the universal periodic
review and strengthening the institutions of the Human Rights Council

- Cooperating constructively in the reform of the United Nations treaty body
system

- Mantaining the open invitation extended to the special procedures
mandate holders of the Human Rights Couneil

= To focus on pressing for implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustanable
Development, perticularly by strengthening international efforts to report on the
progress made 1n implementing Goal 16 of the Sustainable Development Goals

* To continue cooperating and supporting nternational organizations and United
Nations entities related Lo the promotion end protection of human rights

s To continue confronting threats to human rights that effect international peace
and security, including the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) panderc



