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The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the United Nations presents its
compliments to the Permanent Missions of the Member States to the United Nations, and
has the honor to attach herewith the Voluntary Pledges and Commitments of the
Government of the Republic of [raq to its candidature for  re-election to the Human Rights
Council (HRC) for the term 2020-2022.

In this regard, the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the United Nations would
be most grateful if the Permanent Missions of Member States to the United Nations could
transmit the attached document and the request of support to their esteemed Governments
for the candidature of the Government of the Republic of Iraq to the Human Rights Council
for the above-mentioned term, at the elections to be held in the General Assembly during
the Month of October 2019.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the United Nations avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Permanent Missions of Member States the assurances of its
highest consideration.

New York, April 23", 2019

Permanent Missions of Member States to the United Nations
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The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the United Nations presents its
compliments to the Permanent Missions of the Member States to the United Nations,
and has the honor to attach herewith the Voluntary Pledges and Commitments of the
Government of the Republic of Iraq to its candidature for  re-election to the Human

Rights Council (HRC) for the term 2020-2022.

In this regard, the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the United Nations
would be most grateful if the Permanent Missions of Member States to the United
Nations could transmit the attached document and the request of support to their
esteemed Governments for the candidature of the Government of the Republic of Iraq
to the Human Rights Council for the above-mentioned term, at the elections to be

held in the General Assembly during the Month of October 2019.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the United Nations avails itself
of this opportunity to renew to the Permanent Missions of Member States the

assurances of its highest consideration.

April 237 2019
Permanent Missions of Member S
New York
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Candidature of the Government of the Republic of Iraq to the
Human Rights Council for the term 2020-2022

Voluntary Pledges and Commitments

The Government of the Republic of Iraq is seeking to maintain an active role with
other Human Rights Council members, based on full cooperation and effective
dialogue, to promote and protect the universal rights, also consolidate the respect for
human rights and individual freedoms around the world. In this regard, the Iraqi
Government has the great honor to submit the voluntary pledges and commitments to
its candidature for re-election to the Human Rights Council in accordance with the

United Nations General Assembly Resolution 60/251 (2006).

International Pledges and Commitments:

% Iraq reiterates its full support for the Universal Periodic Review Mechanism as one
of the most important mechanisms and essential means of the Human Rights
Council to promote, protect and improve human rights situation impartially and
professionally around the world.

¢ Iraq strives to ensure harmony among cultures, religions and civilizations through
respect, tolerance and solidarity to eliminate hate speech and disrespect to any kind
of cultural differences.

¢ Iraq emphasizes the role of Civil Society Organizations and other stakeholders as
main partners towards developing the work of the Human Rights Council and permit

those partners to address the Council on human rights issues.

14 East 79th Street, New York, NY www.mofa.gov.iq Tel.: +12127374433 | Fax: +12127721794
10075 (Btw Madison & Sth Ave) irag.mission@un.int
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Iraq supports the concrete efforts towards achieving justice and equality in human
rights through the protection of human dignity and values from all forms of
discrimination, violence and persecution, as stipulated in the Iraqi Constitution
(2005), and in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR).

Irag promotes the international initiatives that seek to end all forms of
discrimination and restrictions on the rights of persons with disabilities, women, the
elderly and the poor in order to safeguard their rights and create an equal basis for
them in all aspects.

Iraq is committed to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals through
building the resilience of the poor and strengthening disaster risk reduction, also
promoting welfare and better life opportunities for youth, persons with disabilities,
women and children. In addition to improving the quality of education and
providing free healthcare and decent housing for all individuals.

Iraq reiterates the belief in the principles of open and transparent consultations and
full cooperation among Member States of the United Nations to further enhance the
promotion and protection of human rights, with full respect for cultural, religious
and ethnic diversity.

Iraq will continue to constructively work in cooperation with all Members of the
Human Rights Council to provide the necessary assistance to the member states
fulfilling their obligations under the international humanitarian law, international
treaties and conventions of human rights.

Iraq reiterates its belief in the universality of Human Rights and the unwavering
commitment to its principles, in terms of upholding the highest standards in the
promotion and protection of human rights, in accordance with the mandate of the

Human Rights Council.
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The Government of Iraq considers children as the future of each society and a main
cornerstone for achieving sustainable development. Therefore, it has initiated many
national policies, including the establishment of the Child Welfare Commission
(CWC) in 1979 for a better well-being and the superior interest of the child, working
closely with the United Nations bodies and especially the UNICEF to implement
the Country Program Action Plan 2016-2019 which strengthens basic social service
systems to reach the most vulnerable children affected by conflict and displacement.
Iraq also ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its Optional
Protocol, and it also submits the national report in this regard.
Iraq works with international organizations to develop long-term, multisectoral and
inclusive National Strategy for Youth, thus enhancing national afilliation of youth
and consolidating their rights. In addition, the [raqi Government has conducted the
2018-2022 Plan to support youth in terms of improving their life standards,

protecting them from exploitation, and reducing the rates of unemployment.
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