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Dear friends,

Human rights and multilateralism are making a remarkable comeback.

Whether it's in their work to address the climate crisis or systemic
discrimination, Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine or China's
repression of Uyghurs, activists around the world are coming together
in powerful coalitions and turning to international human rights laws and
systems to achieve justice and accountability. And while the threats and
challenges remain enormous, we're starting to win!

InJuly 2022, a coalition of more than 1200 NGOs from almost 150 coun-
tries secured a win for equality with the renewal of a vital international
mechanism to combat violence and discrimination on the grounds of
sexual orientation or gender identity.

Vrinda Grover
Chair of the
ISHR Board

Philip Lynch
Executive
Director
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Just a few weeks later, land, environment and indigenous rights
defenders secured a win for climate justice with the landmark recog-
nition of the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment at the
UN General Assembly. Building on this momentum, international and
national environmental and human rights organisations collaborated in
an unprecedented way to use the COP27 climate change conference

in Egypt to highlight repression in the country and put the protection

of human rights defenders at the centre of the environmental justice
agenda.

Wins for accountability were achieved in April and October when inter-
national, regional and national civil society organisations coordinated
successful campaigns to suspend Russia from the UN Human Rights
Council and establish an independent international expert monitor-

ing mechanism on the human rights situation in the country. The new
Special Rapporteur on Russia - the first ever focused on a permanent
member of the Security Council - provides a vital bridge between
embattled domestic civil society and the global community.

International human rights organisations and Uyghur communities
came together to score a win against impunity in August by securing
the release of alandmark UN Rights Office report on the human rights
crisis in Xinjiang, as well as the first ever formal initiative on China at
the Human Rights Council just weeks later in September. This initia-
tive demonstrated solidarity with Uyghur victims and communities,
dispelled the dogma that China is inscrutable, and substantially
increased international awareness and pressure to respond to the
crimes against humanity for which Chinese authorities are responsible.

Finally, in November, civil society activists, UN Special Rapporteurs and
progressive States came together in solidarity with women human
rights defenders to call for a Special Session of the Human Rights
Council to address the deteriorating human rights situationin Iran,
particularly with respect to women and children. The subsequently
mandated independent international fact finding mission is the first
all-women commission of inquiry in the Council’s history.

There are at least three factors that

are common to each of these wins: the
vital work of human rights defenders;

the building of dynamic coalitions; and

the strategic leveraging of international
human rights law and mechanisms. With
2023 marking both the 75th anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR75) and the 25th anniversary of the
Declaration on Human Rights Defenders
(HRD25), it is opportune to emphasise that
the work of defenders is integral to the
realisation of human rights. The promise
of human rights will only ever be fulfilled

when we work in coalition to UM DECLARATION

OH HUMAN

ensure that both standards ’ RIGHTS
are respected and that \\a DEFENDERS

defenders are protected. IN SOLIDARITY & HOPE

Of course, none of the wins was a complete
response to the violations suffered. Many
egregious perpetrators continue to enjoy
impunity and many victims of violations
continue to be denied justice. Taken
together, however, with the defeat of
populist candidates from Brazil to Slovenia,
brave protests for women's rights from
Afghanistan to Iran, demands and initia-
tives to address systemic racism and the
legacies of colonialism from Australia to
the Netherlands, and communities coming
together to support refugees from Ukraine
oracross the Mediterranean, they do
suggest that this human rights comeback
has a certain momentum. They certainly
confirm that human rights defenders will
never, ever give up.



With so much of the world’s attention focused on Russia’s war on Ukraine
in 2022, itis perhaps important to reflect on some of the insights it has
generated for ISHR. First and foremost, it has affirmed to us the indis-
pensable role of human rights defenders in protecting rights, prevent-
ing conflict, pursuing accountability, and building a sustainable and
inclusive peace. It has further affirmed that a genuine commitment to
human rights requires dealing with situations on their merits; adopting

a consistent, principled and non-discriminatory approach, which treats
human rights considerations rather than economic or political interests
as paramount, prioritises the protection of rights holders, defenders

and victims of violations, underpinned by values of dignity, equality and
solidarity. Positive aspects of the response to Russia’s aggression which
should be consistently adopted in other situations of conflict and occu-
pation include: support for self-determination; international solidarity
and resource mobilisation; targeted sanctions against those responsible
for mass atrocities; support for refugees, without discrimination; and
coordinated efforts at the international, regional and national levels

to promote accountability and combat impunity. Finally, as Europe

and other regions are afflicted by an energy crisis and food insecurity
associated with Russia’s war, it has become starkly clear that there are
major risks and costs associated with doing business and developing
dependencies on authoritarian regimes. The short-term costs associ-
ated with reducing these dependencies - whether on Russia’s oil and gas
or China’s forced labour cotton from Xinjiang - can be mitigated by both
States and businesses acting in coalition to share the burden.

In a recent conversation with Bjork, .
environmental activist Greta Thunberg

reflected that hope is not something LIDARITY

you feel, but something you do. ‘When
people act,’ she said, ‘they create hope’

As we enter 2023, fueled by indignation -

and sustained by hope, ISHR’s commit- _
ment is to provide solidarity to defend-

ers, contribute to positive momentum _

and, with your support, achieve even
more significant human rights wins!







BARITY. AN

P‘O RTEOR HUMAN.

ISHR sees human rights defenders as essential
agents of progress and positive change.

Their work is vital for gender justice, racial
justice, environmental justice, criminal justice
and economic justice. Their work confronts

and challenges power, privilege and prejudice,
frequently exposing them to threats and attacks
from unscrupulous governments, corporations
and other actors. Their work contributes to good
governance and accountability at the international
and national levels.

NUMBER OF HUMAN RIGHTS
DEFENDERS TO WHOMISHR
PROVIDED TRAINING OR
ADVOCACY SUPPORT

FROM 47 DIFFERENT
COUNTRIES
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For nearly four decades, ISHR’s mission has been to
serve, support and provide solidarity to human rights
defenders.

10 BIGWINﬁ-I

we achieved in partnership with
defenders from around the world. i

Almost 40 years ago, the first defenders supported by
ISHR included the parents of detained anti-apartheid
activists in South Africa and anti-colonial independence
activists from East Timor.

Almost 30 years ago, in 1993, ISHR led the successful
campaign to enable national and regional-level organ-
isations to obtain accreditation to the UN and partici-
pate in UN bodies and processes - a status previously
available only to international NGOs. Over this period, we
also played aninstrumental role in the negotiation of the
landmark Declaration on Human Rights Defenders,
which celebrates its 25th anniversary this year.

Almost 20 years ago, in 2006, ISHR co-founded
HRCnet, a network of 16 mainly regional and national
NGOs supporting defenders from the Global South to
engage with the Human Rights Council. ISHR remains
entrusted by the members of the Network to host and
auspice the secretariat in our Geneva office.

Around 10 years ago, ISHR worked with defenders and
experts to develop an authoritative model national law
on the protection of human rights defenders, which has
subsequently shaped specific protection laws, policies
and mechanisms in more than five countries across
three continents.

Over the last two years, ISHR used the opportunities

for remote participation presented by the pandemic to
support and significantly increase the direct engage-
ment of Global South, anti-racism, feminist and queer
humanrights defenders and activists at the UN. We

et - o BT Rl = B St s

O 2022 ISHR WINS

have sought to ensure that they can speak with their own
voices, share their own expertise, articulate their own
experiences and demands, and shape an international
human rights discourse that is effective and meaningful
to them.

And over the last year, we provided training and
advocacy support to defenders working to secure the
freedom of detained defenders in China, promote the
protection of civilians in Ukraine, respond to the women's
rights emergency in Afghanistan, resist the repression of
civic space in Russia and Egypt, address the humanitar-
ian crises in Nicaragua and Venezuela, combat the crim-
inalisation of migrant rights defenders in parts of Europe,
and address systemic racism and police violence in the
US and elsewhere.

While the countries and contexts may have changed,
the essence of ISHR - providing solidarity and support
to defenders and working with them to achieve change -
has remained constant over 40 years.

T


https://youtu.be/OWZQY0OIV1k
https://youtu.be/OWZQY0OIV1k
https://youtu.be/OWZQY0OIV1k

OUR GOALS
FOR CHANGE

Supported by our Theory of Change, ISHR works to ensure that:

We provide defenders with
tools, capacities and networks
to use international and regional
human rights laws and systems
to contribute to change on the
ground.

We monitor, mobilise, advocate
and litigate to ensure that States
and businesses consult, respect
and protect defenders, and are
held accountable for violations
and abuses against them.

ALNK

We conduct research, provide
advice, and undertake advo-
cacy and litigation to ensure that
international and regional human
rights laws and mechanisms

are accessible to defenders,
responsive to theirdemands, and
effective in promoting rights and
accountability.

(7 0

WE R
IN THIS
TOGETHER

They shared their story with us:
Julio Achmadi from Indonesia and
Ketakandriana Rafitoson from Madagascar.



https://ishr.ch/defender-stories/human-rights-defenders-story-julio-achmadi-from-indonesia/
https://ishr.ch/defender-stories/human-rights-defenders-story-ketakandriana-rafitoson-from-madagascar/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
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WHO WE SERVE
AND SUPPORT

ISHR supports and acts in solidarity with
human rights defenders in their work

for freedom, dignity, equality, justice

and other fundamental values at the
international, regional and national levels.
We undertake this work with and through
other non-governmental organisations,
networks and coalitions.

We are deeply informed by the situation,
protection needs and priorities of defend-
ers. We work with them in partnerships
that are long-term, committed, respect-
ful, empowering and which recognise and
honour their knowledge and expertise.

ISHR's programmes provide support
and solidarity to human rights defenders
working on the following issues, which
we recognise as intersectional and

interdependent:

Equality, dignity and
non-discrimination

Through this programme, ISHR
provides solidarity and support to
women human rights defenders
and defenders working on issues
of sexual orientation, gender iden-
tity or expression, or sex charac-
teristics. We also support migrant
and refugee rights defenders,
anti-racism defenders, and other
defenders working to dismantle
patriarchal, racist, colonialist and
other oppressive agendas.

Environmental justice
and sustainability

Through this programme, ISHR
provides solidarity and support

to defenders working on issues of
environmental justice, corporate
responsibility and accountability.
We seek to ensure that businesses
and other non-State actors are
effectively regulated with respect
to human rights and defenders.
We work so that they consult and
become positive advocates for
defenders, take action to respect
and contribute to the protection
of defenders, refrain from actions
that restrict or violate their rights,
and are held accountable when
they fail to do so.

International
accountability

Through this programme, we
provide solidarity and support

to defenders working in highly
restrictive or repressive
environments, and undertake,
advocacy and litigation to ensure
that defenders are safe and free.
We work to promote both State
and non-State accountability

for widespread and systematic
threats, attacks, restrictions and
reprisals against defenders. In
recent years, this programme has
supported defenders working

in relation to countries such as
Afghanistan, Bahrain, Burundi,
China, Egypt, Nicaragua, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela.

Transparency and
the rule of law

Through this programme, we
provide solidarity and support to
defenders working in deteriorat-
ing environments where there is
aneed to safeguard democratic
institutions and accountability
mechanisms, as well as those
working in environments where
there is an opportunity to
strengthen legal frameworks for
the protection of human rights
defenders.
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OUR
TACTICS INFORMATIONPRODUCTS BY

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS IN
VARIOUS COUNTRIES AND REGIONS

In each of our programmes we use a range of integrated tactics, devel-
oped and implemented in partnership with defenders. Our activities

include: NAMIBIA +409%
* Training, capacity building, strategic advice, advocacy support : CHINA +333%

and fellowships for human rights defenders
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- MYANMAR +298%

MONGOLIA +288%

e Strategic litigation and amicus curiae interventions POLAND +272%

* Narrative development, campaigning and mobilisation oy HONGKONG +261%

e Coalition building and coordination, including acting as secretariat HAITI +257%

for HRCnet and the UN Anti-Racism Coalition, co-convenor of the
Business Network on Civic Freedoms and Human Rights Defenders,

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC +256%

and facilitator of a diverse range of ad hoc coalitions built for specific CAMBODIA +232%
campaigns or advocacy objectives, such as with respect to the
establishment or renewal of international monitoring and reporting SOUTH SUDAN +222%
mechanisms on Venezuela, Nicaragua and LGBTI rights
ETHIOPIA +228%
We recognise that ISHR holds a privileged position within the ZIMBABWE +2M%
international human rights system. With our main offices in Geneva

and New York, we have significant systems expertise, as well as strong I +203%
relationships, access and influence with key decision-makers, including
high-level government officials and diplomats, senior UN officials +202%
and experts, and international media. Our commitment is to use this
privilege to enhance the access and influence of human rights defend-
ers, while simultaneously pushing to reform the system to redistribute
power and ensure that frontline defenders, affected communities and
victims of violations have direct access and influence. These increases reflect the relevance

and accessibility of ISHR's online
resources in multiple languages.




Defender
Odinakaonye 'Odi'
Lagi from Nigeria
shares her story
with us

We develop and
work in partnerships
and coalitions

that are long-

term, committed,
respectful and
empowering.
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We are principled
and passionate

about humanrights.

We seek to learn
and expand our
human rights
knowledge and
share our human
rights expertise.

And we promote
equality, inclusivity,
diversity,
transparency and
accountability,
both internally and
externally.

\ VALUES-DRIVEN
"ORG

NISATION

We are deeply
connected and act
in collaboration
and solidarity

with humanrights
defenders.

DISCOVER
MORE

We are dedicated to our
mission, inspired by the
defenders we serve, and
committed.towerking

UV []

our partne
: DU 1-?:17:'75
on. To learn more and

to support this vision, see
https://ishr.ch/about-us/
strategy.



https://ishr.ch/about-us/strategy
https://ishr.ch/about-us/strategy
https://ishr.ch/defender-stories/human-rights-defenders-story-odinakaonye-odi-lagi/
https://ishr.ch/defender-stories/human-rights-defenders-story-odinakaonye-odi-lagi/
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OUR 2022 GOAL

Human rights defenders are equipped, connected,
supported and influential

WHAT WE 9 provided defenders with the tools, capacities,
AC H I EVE D networks and narratives necessary to engage

and influence international, regional and national
mechanisms and actors
Through our humanrights defender support programme st e

-whichincludes training online and offline, advice and Q provided defenders with solidarity and stronger
advocacy support, facilitating access to high-level policy networks of influence, protection and support

and decision-makers, and civil society strategisationand =~ e
coordination - we: 9 helped defenders who were deprived of liberty,

subject to reprisals or other grave violations to seek
justice and accountability



BADIUCAO

SEI-ECT here is strong evidence that public statements and
H I G H I-I G HTS solidarity actions can contribute to the release of
threatened or arbitrarily detained human rights defenders,
as well as enhance their safety and wellbeing. This became
obvious as we campaigned and secured high-level d
statements from UN experts and senior government officials

In March 2022, we celebrated in cases including that of Egyptian human rights defender
. therelease of award winning Alaa-Abdel Fattah and Mongolian environmental rights

Chinese human rights defender Sukhgerel Dugersuren, as well as in relation
defender Yu Wensheng to Palestinian human rights NGOs unlawfully targeted
after four years of arbitrary by Israeli authorities. We will continue to support their

detention, throughout which work and advocate for their unconditional freedom
we defended his case through and safety, as well as that of many other unjustly
the UN system. We were imprisoned human rights defenders. We join the B
honoured and humbled to High Commissioner in calling on all governments g
support the campaign of his to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the UDHR =
wife, Xu Yan, and rejoiced through an ‘amnesty, pardon or simply release all <
in their reunion. those detained for exercising their rights’.

As an aspect of our unique role and contribution to civil society coordi-
nation and strategisation at the international level, ISHR continued to We played a key rolein
host and substantially support the secretariat of HRCnet, a coalition of building, coordinating
leading national, regional and international human rights organisations
engaged in advocacy at the UN Human Rights Council. In 2022, the

and resourcing a

work of HRCnet was vital to safeguard civil society participation at the divel'SitY of coalitions
Council, ensuring that it remained accessible and responsive to victims with human rights
of violations and human rights defenders working at the national level. defenders at their

centre, including the
UN Anti-Racism

On29and30March2022, om0

Nigerian civil society metin Abuja m (U NARC)
during a workshop co-organised by .

ISHR and Development Dynamics WhICh Works to combat
todiscuss and strategise on ways systemic racism and
toreduce legislative restrictions . . . .
whichimpair the work of defenders achieve racial justice.

and to strengthen legislative
protections to support, safeguard
and enable their work.



https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/on-march-1st-chinese-lawyer-yu-wensheng-must-be-fully-free/#newmode-embed-44054-45471
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/on-march-1st-chinese-lawyer-yu-wensheng-must-be-fully-free/#newmode-embed-44054-45471
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/on-march-1st-chinese-lawyer-yu-wensheng-must-be-fully-free/#newmode-embed-44054-45471
https://ishr.ch/sites/default/files/documents/yu_wensheng_-_timeline_of_un_action_english.pdf
https://ishr.ch/sites/default/files/documents/yu_wensheng_-_timeline_of_un_action_english.pdf
https://ishr.ch/campaign/free-alaa/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2023/01/udhr75-action-end-arbitrary-detention
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2023/01/udhr75-action-end-arbitrary-detention
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Alaa_Abd_El-Fatah_speaking_to_aljazeera.jpg
https://unarc.org
https://unarc.org
https://ishr.ch/defenders-toolbox/hrcnet/
https://ishr.ch/campaign/safeguard-civil-society-participation-at-the-united-nations-human-rights-council/
https://ishr.ch/campaign/safeguard-civil-society-participation-at-the-united-nations-human-rights-council/

With a significantly increased demand for Addressing the Council directly using the platform
online training and strategic advocacy provided by ISHR, Abahlali baseMjondolo
support, we continued to scale up the delivered a joint statement supported by 47
ISHR Academy, adding new modules and organisations denouncing the killings of activists
language functionalities. The Academy is in South Africa, particularly those working to
an interactive, online platform to build the defend land, housing and environmental rights,
capacity and skills of defenders to leverage while Josefa Meza, mother of Jonathan Morazan,
the UN human rights system to contribute one of the young protesters killed during the April
to national level change. During 2022, the 2018 mass protests in Nicaragua, addressed
Academy received over 17,000 visits from the Council calling for international investigation
defenders from all regions, who downloaded and accountability. Interventions such as this
almost 4,000 resources. contributed to the subsequent establishment of
a UN-mandated investigative and accountability
mechanism on the country.

In total, ISHR provided training
and advocacy support to
1056 human rights defenders
from 47 countries from all
regions, an increase of 15%
compared with 2021.

m e collaborated with international and national
environmental and human rights organisations in

an unprecedented way to use the COP27 climate change
conference in Egypt to highlight repression in the
country, put the protection of human rights defenders at
the centre of the environmental justice agenda, and
mount high-profile campaigns for the release of
arbitrarily detained Egyptian human rights defenders
such as Alaa Abdel-Fattah, Mohamed el-Bager and
Mohamed ‘Oxygen’ Ibrahim Radwan.



https://academy.ishr.ch
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/cop27-ishr-joins-200-organisations-to-put-human-rights-defenders-at-the-center-of-climate-action/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/cop27-ishr-joins-200-organisations-to-put-human-rights-defenders-at-the-center-of-climate-action/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/alaa-abdel-fattahs-life-at-serious-risk-demand-egypt-to-immediately-release-him-now/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZiWKHzM0Ur0&list=PLdexkKNXSQRkixGEDz7-8FPv1zB4L_yLc&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZiWKHzM0Ur0&list=PLdexkKNXSQRkixGEDz7-8FPv1zB4L_yLc&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSJTuLoxwQM&list=PLdexkKNXSQRn-5JPDnDhOFwXufcE2okBp&index=6

T hrough ISHR's Human Rights Defenders
Advocacy Programme (HRDAP22),

19 activists from 17 countries took partin
a three-month distance learning course to
deepen their knowledge and understanding of
UN human rights mechanisms through interac-
tive learning materials on the tailor-made
HRDAP Platform (video below). 100% of
participants surveyed were ‘very satisfied’ with
the programme and reported being equipped
to take further action at the UN. Six months
after the course, in December 2022, 90% of
them indicated that they had engaged in follow
up actions with international mechanisms
to contribute to human rights change and
accountability at the national level, from
advocating for a national human rights
defender protection law in Madagascar to
establishing a sub-regional network of defend-
ers in East Africa challenging unsustainable
resource extraction. As an aspect of our
commitment to long-term partnerships and
sustainable capacity building, we will continue
to support these activists in their international
advocacy objectives over the coming year.

T obnn B gty Fisuacior oo s Courve Objectives

processes are accessible and
responsive to human rights
defenders and that they
have the tools, resources and
networks necessary to tell

! their own stories and articulate
their owndemands. In2022,

§ we supported more than 20

| defenderstoaddress the UN

" Human Rights Council directly
inISHR’s name.

Among many others, ISHR was privileged to work with
defenders and victims from Syria to push for the establish-
ment of amechanism to reveal the fate and whereabouts

of people forcibly disappeared, and with defenders from
Uganda to call for enhanced protection for LGBTIQ+ persons
and women human rights defenders. We also supported
defenders of African descent to denounce systematic and
indiscriminate violence by law enforcement
authorities of Morocco and Spain and
to demand investigations, justice
and reparations.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k7ntJGNLqlw&list=PLdexkKNXSQRkixGEDz7-8FPv1zB4L_yLc&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LW1N5OJ7h-A&list=PLdexkKNXSQRkoyIH4w6X6t4zH5M0S6ca9&index=12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LW1N5OJ7h-A&list=PLdexkKNXSQRkoyIH4w6X6t4zH5M0S6ca9&index=12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MgXJfkWrBME&list=PLdexkKNXSQRkixGEDz7-8FPv1zB4L_yLc&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MgXJfkWrBME&list=PLdexkKNXSQRkixGEDz7-8FPv1zB4L_yLc&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvYfz7ILzNY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvYfz7ILzNY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvYfz7ILzNY
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/hrdap22-global-community-of-activists-taking-part-in-ishrs-flagship-programme/
https://ishr.ch/defender-stories/human-rights-defenders-story-bonnie-florencia-from-madagascar/
https://ishr.ch/defender-stories/human-rights-defenders-story-bonnie-florencia-from-madagascar/
https://kazi-njemanews.com/human-rights-defenders-expand-in-oil-region-launch-grass-root-network-in-hoima/
https://kazi-njemanews.com/human-rights-defenders-expand-in-oil-region-launch-grass-root-network-in-hoima/
https://ishr.ch/defender-stories/
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https://ishr.ch/defender-stories/human-rights-defenders-story-brenda-kugonza-from-uganda/
https://ishr.ch/defender-stories/human-rights-defenders-story-brenda-kugonza-from-uganda/

HRDAP provides not only a
deep dive to the structures of
the UN human rights Mecha-
nisms, but the tools to identify

the advocacy opportunities
before each of them. And
the best part is you learn this
throughout an interactive
platform, sessions with
experts, Special Rapporteurs,
and successful activists who
have navigated throughout
the system, while building
networks with peers through-
out the world. It has been a
great experience to connect
the knowledge, advocacy, and
litigation efforts we perform
as Colombia Diversa, with the
possibilities the UN human
rights mechanisms provide.
It has really opened my mind
and amplified the tools to bring
change to my country and
my region.

JUAN FELIPE RIVERA OSORIO, HRDAP22 PARTICIPANT
FROM COLOMBIA DIVERSA, COLOMBIA

(44 Despite the COVID-pandemic,
ISHR was able to organise many
activities aimed at strengthening
LGBTIQ+ organisations in Namibia
[...] and increasing awareness
and protection of LGBTIQ+ human
rights defenders at the global

level. This has demonstrably
contributed to the capacity of
Namibian [...] rights holders,
with attention to the principle of
local ownership. 99

INDEPENDENT EVALUATION OF ISHR PROJECT
FOR THE NETHERLANDS MINISTRY OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 12 JULY 2022
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SUPPORTING ANTI-
RACISM DEFENDERS
IN THEIR STRUGGLE
FORRACIALJUSTICE

ISHR is privileged to be a founding member and to
host the secretariat of the UN Anti-Racism Coali-
tion (UNARC), which works to combat systemic
racism and achieve racial justice. UNARC is an
international coalition created and led by Africans
and people of African descent following the murder
of George Floyd. It addresses the ongoing oppres-
sion and killing of Black people around the world
and the histories of colonialism and the transat-
lantic slave trade. UNARC provides the tools and
resources necessary for defenders to engage with
the United Nations on the issue of systemic racism r 4
and police violence against Africans and people of

African descent, enabling them to use the system as a tool to effect
real change in communities across the globe.

~dil

In 2022, UNARC launched a multilingual website and supported
eight campaigns of grassroots anti-racism groups working on the
ground, including in Brazil, Colombia, Grenada, and Trinidad and
Tobago. UNARC also supported members to deliver oral state-
ments at the Human Rights Council, including in the first debate
with the newly established Expert Mechanism to Advance Racial
Justice and Equality in the context of Law Enforcement (EMLER).

UNARC

AMNTIRACISM COALITION



https://unarc.org/ 
https://unarc.org/providing-small-grants/
https://unarc.org/oral-statements-at-the-human-rights-council/
https://unarc.org/oral-statements-at-the-human-rights-council/
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EMLER selected one of UNARC's
members, Collette Flanagan of Mothers
Against Police Brutality, whose son was
killed by police in 2013, as one of two
directly impacted community represen-
tatives on the panel for the Enhanced
Interactive Dialogue. For the first time,
directly impacted people sat on the same
panel, and were given equal time with

UN experts, to take part in a debate on

systemic racism and the excessive use
INTRODUCTION TO UNARC

of force by law enforcement agencies
against Africans and people of African
descent. m

‘;{ISHR Academy
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https://www.mothersagainstpolicebrutality.org/ 
https://www.mothersagainstpolicebrutality.org/ 
https://unarc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/UNARC-ENglish-Subts-1_compressed.mp4
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OUR 2022 GOAL

States, businesses and other non-State actors
respect and protect human rights defenders

RECOMMENDATIONS MADE BY ISHR

60% were adopted
by the UN treaty body
to which they were

directed

20

79% were taken up by Statesin
the Universal Periodic Review,
with each ISHR recommendation
made by an average of 6 States



INTERNATIONAL SERVICE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS - ANNUAL REPORT 2023

WHAT WE
ACHIEVED

Q We worked to ensure that States and businesses
respect and protect defenders and fulfil their human

rights obligations at the international, regional and
national levels, including through legislative and
policy action.

Q Our unparalleled experience at the UN and with
regional bodies allowed us to rapidly and strategi-
cally use those mechanisms to prevent violations
and attacks against defenders and pursue justice
and accountability where they occurred.

Q We worked with local partners to advocate for
national implementation of international and
regional human rights standards on the protection
of defenders and an enabling environment for
their work. Our deep partnerships with grassroots
defenders, and our track record of principled
cooperation with governments and human rights
institutions, uniquely positioned us to advise and
support national-level implementation.

@ Through our values- and hope-based communica-
tions and narratives, we positively influenced public
and political attitudes, behaviours, laws and policies
in relation to defenders and countered stigmatisation
and smears against them.
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SEI-ECT E esponding to Russia’s war of aggression
H I GH I-I G HTS against Ukraine, we worked with partners and
led successful campaigns to secure Russia’s
suspension from the Human Rights Council, their
first ever defeat in NGO Committee elections, and to
mandate a new international expert monitoring
With the Taliban adopting systematic policies and practices of mechanism on the human rights situation in the
gender apartheid, our work with partners to convene an Urgent country. Russia’s suspension from the Council was
Debate at the UN provided a powerful platform for women from crucial to reinforce membership standards and
Afghanistan to share their stories and articulate their demands uphold the Council’s integrity. Their defeatin NGO
for international support and accountability. While the Committee elections means they no longer play a
resolution adopted following the Urgent Debate should role as a gatekeeper of NGO access to the UN. And
have been stronger in terms of accountability, the mandating of a Special Rapporteur on the
former Chair of the Afghanistan Independent country provides a vital bridge between embattled
Human Rights Commission Shaharzad Akbar civil society and the international community.
described the urgent session
. itself as ‘a very important and
“# unprecedented momentin
the way it brought diverse
voices of Afghan women to
the Human Rights Council
and focused the spotlight
on women and girls’ rights.’
International accountability for
the crime of gender apartheid
is a key priority for ISHR.

Together with Uyghur organisations and communities, and following sustained NGO advocacy, we

secured the release of a landmark UN Human Rights Office report onthe human rights crisis in Xinjiang.

The comprehensive report found prima facie evidence that China may have committed, and may still be
committing, crimes against humanity and prompted a landmark initiative on the situation at the UN Human
Rights Council, the first ever on China. While ultimately defeated by a narrow margin of two votes, the
initiative did open vital space for Uyghur organisations to provide testlmony, stand.in solidarity-with victims
of violations, and demonstrate that no state is above international law or scrutlny ‘We expect that the new
High Commissioner for Human Rights, Volker Tiirk, will follow up on the répert in a sustained and principled
way, particularly given the finding that the conditions remain for violations to continue and persist.
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https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/russiaoutofhrc-ishr-welcomes-unga-vote-to-suspend-russian-membership-of-the-un-human-rights-council/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/ecosoc-committee-on-ngos-elections-russia-voted-out-for-first-time-in-75-years/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/human-rights-council-establishes-special-rapporteur-to-monitor-human-rights-abuses-civil-society-crackdown-in-russia/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/human-rights-council-establishes-special-rapporteur-to-monitor-human-rights-abuses-civil-society-crackdown-in-russia/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/afghan-women-call-for-stronger-action-by-the-international-community/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/afghan-women-call-for-stronger-action-by-the-international-community/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_X-4GxX_F0E&list=PLdexkKNXSQRkoyIH4w6X6t4zH5M0S6ca9&index=4
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/historic-un-report-provides-evidence-of-grave-human-rights-violations-against-uyghurs-in-china/

Throughout 2022, we remained at the cutting edge
of strategic human rights litigation. Among others,
we supported renowned human rights organisation
ADC-Memorial in a successful claim before the
European Court of Human Rights, which found
Russia’s ‘Foreign Agents Act’ to be incompatible
with the rights to freedom of expression and
association. The Court recognised the vital roles of
NGOs as the ‘watchdogs of society’, and affirmed
their right to solicit and receive funding from a
variety of sources. We also filed claims with the UN
Committee against Torture on behalf of a Sahrawi

defender against Morocco, and with a Peruvian
Superior Court to ensure that mining company
'Yanococha' is held accountable for violating

the rights of ElImer Campos and other defenders
attacked during a protest. Meanwhile, our compre-
hensive new Guide for Third-Party Interventions
before UN Human Rights Treaty Bodies will assist
human rights defenders and advocates to contrib-
ute to the development of international human
rights law and jurisprudence. We are indebted to
the pro bono lawyers who substantially assisted
ISHR in this work.

Imterrationsl Servies
e e Frigtn

DISCOVER OUR NEW GUIDE FOR THIRD-PARTY INTERVENTIONS
BEFORE UN HUMAN RIGHTS TREATY BODIES!

LAURA ANDRADE

Demonstrating the enduring
relevance and impact of
ISHR's work to develop the
authoritative Yogyakarta
Principles on Sexual
Orientation, Gender Identity,
Gender Expression and Sex
Characteristicsin2006, as
well as the complementary
Yogyakarta Principles + 10
in 2017, in 2022 the Swiss
Parliament passed legislation
comprehensively prohibiting
all measures that seek to alter
or repress sexual orientation,
gender identity or gender
expression. In doing so,
they explicitly invoked the

Yogyakarta Principles.
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After seven years of sustained
advocacy in partnership with
local civil society organisations,
ahumanrights defender
protection law was finally
adopted in Niger! We are now
working to ensure the law’s
effective implementation,
together with that of defender
laws we have previously secured
in countries including Céte
d’lvoire, Burkina Faso, Mali and
Mongolia. Our new interactive
world map on legislative
protection enables both
advocates and policy makers
to easily ascertain the status of
legal protection of defenders
in each country, including the
compatibility of such protections
with the UN Declaration on
Human Rights Defenders and the
Model National Law.

Defender Abdoulaye Kanni of Niger
shares his story with us


https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/reprisals-european-court-of-human-rights-affirms-that-foreign-agents-law-violates-freedom-of-association/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/reprisals-european-court-of-human-rights-affirms-that-foreign-agents-law-violates-freedom-of-association/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/four-complaints-of-torture-filed-against-morocco-before-the-un-committee-against-torture/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/four-complaints-of-torture-filed-against-morocco-before-the-un-committee-against-torture/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/four-complaints-of-torture-filed-against-morocco-before-the-un-committee-against-torture/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/ishr-rfk-intervene-in-hrd-case-before-peruvian-superior-court/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/ishr-rfk-intervene-in-hrd-case-before-peruvian-superior-court/
https://ishr.ch/defenders-toolbox/resources/guide-for-tpis-before-untbs/
https://ishr.ch/defenders-toolbox/resources/guide-for-tpis-before-untbs/
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https://youtu.be/GEwUkMR6zNc
https://youtu.be/GEwUkMR6zNc
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/after-7-years-niger-finally-adopts-a-law-protecting-human-rights-defenders/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/after-7-years-niger-finally-adopts-a-law-protecting-human-rights-defenders/
https://ishr.ch/defenders-toolbox/national-protection/
https://ishr.ch/defenders-toolbox/national-protection/
https://ishr.ch/defenders-toolbox/national-protection/
https://ishr.ch/defenders-toolbox/model-law/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://yogyakartaprinciples.org/
https://ishr.ch/defender-stories/abdoulaye-kanni-niger/

Complementing action at the Human
Rights Council, and following the provision
of information, evidence and sustained
advocacy by ISHR and its partners, the
UN’s committee on racial discrimination

strongly condemned China’s persecution
of Uyghurs, and decided, for the first

time ever, to refer the situation to the UN
Secretary-General's Special Adviser on the
Responsibility to Protect. Reiterating the
most serious concerns expressed by the
UN’s Human Rights Office and independent
experts, the Committee reminded the
Chinese government of its obligation to

put an end to systemic racial discrimination
in Xinjiang.

ISHR also continues to work at the
international and regional level to ensure
companies are effectively regulated with
respect to human rights, including through
the development of a binding treaty at the
international level, as well as mandatory human
rights due diligence legislation at the level of
the European Union.

ogether with the Institute for Race and Equality, ISHR co-led
the Colectivo 46/2, a coalition of Nicaraguan and international
rights groups, successfully achieving the creation of an international

accountability mechanism on Nicaragua. As a result of the coalition’s

sustained advocacy, media engagement, campaigning and
mobilisation, the Human Rights Council adopted resolution 49/3.
The resolution strengthened the OHCHR's reporting mandate on
Nicaragua, and created a Group of Human Rights Experts with a
robust mandate to investigate grave human rights violations with an
intersectional lens, identify patterns and root causes of violations,
and collect and preserve evidence for future accountability. ISHR
alsoregularly provided a platform for Nicaraguan activists, with
emphasis on indigenous and women human rights defenders,

to address the Human Rights Council.

: MAS ASESINATOS!
-NO MAS MASACRES!
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https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/major-campaign-win-ishr-and-colectivo-46-2-welcome-the-establishment-of-an-accountability-mechanism-for-nicaragua-during-the-49th-session-of-the-human-rights-council/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/major-campaign-win-ishr-and-colectivo-46-2-welcome-the-establishment-of-an-accountability-mechanism-for-nicaragua-during-the-49th-session-of-the-human-rights-council/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/over-220-civil-society-groups-call-for-proposed-corporate-sustainability-due-diligence-law-to-be-strengthened/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/over-220-civil-society-groups-call-for-proposed-corporate-sustainability-due-diligence-law-to-be-strengthened/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/china-must-release-uyghurs-end-grave-violations-rules-un-committee/

€€ 1SHR has provided us great supportin our
international advocacy work on Venezuela before
UN bodies. Throughout the process of renewal
of the UN fact-finding mission we have had
their accompaniment, support in meetings with
relevant international actors and help establishing
bridges with international organisations.
ISHR provides very generous and respectful
accompaniment to local processes, increasing
the impact of a collective action through presence
of Venezuelan civil society organisations in UN
spaces such as the Human Rights Council.
I highlight ISHR’s focus on supporting new voices
to participate in these spaces which generally
have not had access. We are grateful to the ISHR

ry
Throughout the year’,*lve worked
intensively with human rights
defenders from Venezuela to
secure the continued operation
of anindependent international
mechanism to investigate, report
on and promote accountability
for grave human rights violations
in that country, and to accelerate
progress for change.

Human rights defenders urge States

and all the support that it has given us in such toadvancethe international treaty
X on corporate accountability,
adverse and complex times such as those we highlighting cases such as in the film
£ in 'V | ,, "The lllusion of Abundance".
ace in Venezuela.
__----"""‘-‘I
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(CENTRO DE JUSTICIA Y PAZ), VENEZUELA Vil yYovwben

’mw;w‘nkww
Tt ats

F = ﬂtﬂﬂw&aﬂml.- 3

Together with the Business & Human Rights
Resource Centre and the B-Team, ISHR contin-
ued to promote corporate action to respect

and protect defenders and pursue corporate
accountability for abuses against them, including
through the Business Network on Civic Freedoms
and Human Rights Defenders. Both in our own
right and through the Network we convened
more than 15 events and briefings on some of the most pressing issues for
human rights defenders in relation to business and human rights, including
the protection of environmental and land rights defenders, and corporate
responsibility with respect to human rights abuses in Xinjiang and Russia.
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https://ishr.ch/campaign/lets-renew-the-fact-finding-mission-on-venezuela/
https://biznetworkcfhrds.org
https://biznetworkcfhrds.org
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/the-illusion-of-abundance-human-rights-defenders-urge-states-to-advance-the-international-treaty-on-corporate-accountability/
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AFTER 7 YEARS, NIGER
FINALLY ADOPTS A LAW
PROTECTING HUMAN
RIGHTS DEFENDERS!

The Law on the Rights and Duties of Human Rights Defenders
adopted by Niger reaffirms the vital and legitimate role played by
defenders in the country, as well as the State’s commitment to
reinforce their protection. Its effective implementation will help
create an enabling working environment for defenders.

On 15 June 2022, the National Assembly of Niger adopted
alaw establishing the rights and duties of human rights
defenders, becoming the fourth country in Africa to adopt a legal
instrument for the promotion and protection of defenders.

"The adoption of the defenders’ law is the logical outcome of the
work carried out since 2015, that is 7 years! Its aim is to protect
human rights defenders in Niger and it takes into account the
specificities of women human rights defenders and defenders with
disabilities. It addresses the current shortcomings even if there is
space forimprovement,’ highlighted Abdoulaye Kanni, the coordi-
nator of ISHR's national partner, the Collectif des Organisations de
Défense des Droits de I'Homme et de la Démocratie (CODDHD).

In a context in which many countries continue to hinder and even
criminalise the work of human rights defenders through restrictive
measures and laws, Niger's initiative to promote the work of human
rights defenders is a welcome development.
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The law, which contains 29 articles, outlines the rights of defend-
ers, as well as remedies, sanctions and reparations for violations
against them. For example, article 4 guarantees their rights to
freedom of association and expression, article 8 their right

to technical and financial support, and article 9 their right to
communicate with regional and international mechanisms
without risk of reprisals. As is the case in Mali, the new law also
grants specific protections to women human rights defenders
and to defenders with disability. Additionally, the law provides
that the State has a duty to respect, promote, protect and fulfil the
rights of human rights defenders and their family members against
situations of risk or danger they face.

‘We invite the government to ensure the implementation of the
newly adopted law by establishing an effective, efficient and inclu-
sive protection mechanism whose constitution and functioning will
integrate human rights defenders. This is also an opportunity to call
on and encourage other States in Africa and in the world to ensure
their legal framework is protective of the rights of defenders,’ says
ISHR Africa Programme Advocate Stéphanie Wamba. =

Board Directors'
Members management team team

REPRESENTATION OF WOMEN AT ISHR
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RENEWING THE

ON VENEZUELA
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FACT-FINDING MISSION

On 7 October 2022, the Human Rights
Council renewed the vital mandate

of the Fact-Finding Mission (FFM) on
Venezuela and the reporting mandate
of OHCHR for another two years, with

19 votes in favour, 5 votes against and 23
abstentions.

ISHR, together with a coalition of Venezu-
elan and international organisations had
campaigned for the renewal of the mandate,
highlighting the importance of the FFM in
investigating violations and its potential as a
deterrent for further atrocities.

Venezuelan and international civil society
groups and defenders welcomed the
outcome, as both the Mission and OHCHR
have proved effective at highlighting gross
violations committed by the Maduro regime.

"We hope this renewal will put more pres-
sure on the Maduro government and make

28

it clear they will not escape accountability
for their crimes,’ said ISHR partner Clara
Ramirez, interim director of FundaRedes,
following adoption of the resolution.

Both the FFM and OHCHR have ensured the
attention of the international community
has remained on Venezuela despite multiple
global crises. The FFM has also provided
victims of violations with the hope that
perpetrators will be held to account. ‘The
FFM plays a key preventative role in making
gross violations of civil and political rights
visible," says Wanda Cedefio, coordinator of
Voto Joven.

ISHR will continue to support human
rights defenders and organisations

in Venezuela with their crucial work and
collaboration with the Mission and the Office
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
inthe country. m


https://ishr.ch/campaign/lets-renew-the-fact-finding-mission-on-venezuela/
https://ishr.ch/campaign/lets-renew-the-fact-finding-mission-on-venezuela/
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PROMOTING
ACCOUNTABILITY
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS IN CHINA

This year saw the culmination of efforts to engage the UN and
other actors to hold China accountable for widespread and
systematic rights violations, including against Uyghur
and other Turkic Muslim peoples.

Throughout the year, ISHR supported defenders and worked !}f* ;
closely with partner NGOs to shape the first trip to China by a ~Discoler hus

ChowHangstung'ssto
[ Ay

High Commissioner in nearly two decades, ensuring that Michele
Bachelet was presented with the voices and views of defenders
and their families before her departure. Despite the disappointing
outcome and muted criticism during her visit, the OHCHR subse-
quently released a foundational report on violations in Xinjiang
in August 2022 that clearly articulated the risks of ongoing crimes
against humanity in the region. ISHR effectively leveraged this to
press States to negotiate and vote on a decision at the Council’s
Olst session to debate the report, and continues - despite that
vote's defeat - to urge all stakeholders to ensure that Chinais on
the Council’'s agenda.

Throughout it all, we accompanied more than a dozen individ-
uals and groups as they sought to raise cases and concerns to

UN experts, channelling their frustration when efforts fall short - as
with our campaigns to end the arbitrary detention of social activists
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https://ishr.ch/defenders-toolbox/resources/explainer-the-uns-xinjiang-report/
https://ishr.ch/defender-stories/chow-hang-tung-a-barrister-turned-defendant-who-knows-the-legal-system-better-than-the-judge/
https://ishr.ch/defender-stories/albert-ho-chun-yan-human-rights-lawyer-and-pro-democracy-leader-in-hong-kong/

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS - ANNUAL REPORT 2023

Huang Xuegin and Wang Jianbing - and celebrating their success,
such as the release of human rights lawyer Yu Wensheng after
serving a four year sentence.

In Hong Kong, ISHR continued to draw attention to the critical
risks posed by Hong Kong'’s National Security Law, in particular
its impact on the ability of civil society to safely engage with the

UN. A submission to the UN Secretary General laid out the legal
concerns in full; this also formed the basis for a submission to the
UN’s Human Rights Committee, which reviewed Hong Kong's
efforts to fulfil its obligations under the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights in July 2022 and gave a resounding fail.
After additional research and updates, we released the final paper in
September 2022, and launched it at an event in Geneva and a brief-
ing in New York. The impact was clear: both the Committee and the
2022 'Reprisals Report’ of the UN Secretary-General are unequivo-
calin raising the issue, and pressing for the Hong Kong government
to ensure that engagement with the UN on human rights is not
misconstrued as ‘collusion’ or an attack on national security. =

INCREASE IN ISHR ONLINE MEDIA ACTIVITY SINCE 2021
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https://ishr.ch/defenders-toolbox/resources/the-national-security-law-in-hong-kong-adverse-impacts-and-increased-risk-of-reprisals/
https://ishr.ch/defenders-toolbox/resources/the-national-security-law-in-hong-kong-adverse-impacts-and-increased-risk-of-reprisals/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/hong-kong-gets-failing-marks-in-un-rights-review/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/42-states-cited-for-intimidation-and-reprisals-against-human-rights-defenders-engaging-with-the-un/

OUR 2022 GOAL

Human rights laws and mechanisms are
accessible, responsive and effective.

WHAT WE 9 human rights mechanisms are accessible and safe,
AC H I EVE D with policies and processes to enable meaningful

participation for defenders online and offline

Our deep understanding of the needs and priorities of 9 human rights mechanisms are effective and fit
defenders, our expert policy research and advocacy, and for purpose, respond to the calls and demands of

our access to high-level decision-makers and diplomats defenders, and establish appropriate mechanisms
within the UN and regional systems, combined to make and mandates to promote accountability and justice
those systems more accessible, effective and protective =~ e
for defenders and victims. Our work contributed signifi- 9 cases of intimidation and reprisals are properly
cantly to ensure that: investigated and perpetrators held accountable
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SELECT
HIGHLIGHTS

High-level political support and public advocacy can
show solidarity with defenders and help ensure their
safety and freedom. Our work to end reprisals against
activists who engage with the United Nations gained
momentum as we launched a database compiling
cases of intimidation and reprisals documented by
the UN since 2010. Our campaign to #EndReprisals
(video below) was a significant success, with a record
number of States speaking out to pursue account-
ability for individual cases of reprisals. This included

a significant number of cases advocated for by ISHR,
including that of the Human Rights Center 'Viasna’

in Belarus, Egyptian human rights defender Ibrahim
Metwally Hegazy, the cases of Armel Niyongere,
Dieudonné Bashirahishize, Vital Nshimirimana and
Lambert Nigarura from Burundi, arbitrarily detained
Bahraini defenders Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja and Abdul-
jalil Al-Singace, as well as Chinese human rights
defenders Jiang Tianyong and Chen Jianfang.

O STATEMENT ON REPRISALS AND INTIMIDATION
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Human rights defenders worldwide
welcomed the historic adoption of a

resolution recognising the right to a clean,

healthy, and sustainable environment.
Coming after almost five decades of

relentless activism, the UN resolution
provides a powerful new tool to address
the climate crisis, biodiversity loss and
deadly pollution.
b AN

Our systemic advocacy
and individualised advice
helped to finally open

the UN's doors for nine
previously excluded NGOs,
including the International
Dalit Solidarity Network
and the Gulf Center for

Human Rights, bringing

their crucial experience and expertise to international policy
makers. IDSN's accreditation brings to a successful close a15
year campaign to ensure that defenders of the rights of Dalit
minorities can access and participate at the UN!


https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/unga-adopts-a-historic-resolution-recognising-the-right-to-a-healthy-environment/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/unga-adopts-a-historic-resolution-recognising-the-right-to-a-healthy-environment/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/un-finally-grants-access-to-dalit-rights-organisation-blocked-for-a-record-15-years/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/un-finally-grants-access-to-dalit-rights-organisation-blocked-for-a-record-15-years/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/un-finally-grants-access-to-dalit-rights-organisation-blocked-for-a-record-15-years/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/launch-of-database-documenting-cases-of-reprisals/
https://youtu.be/EQntaMWUq0o
https://youtu.be/EQntaMWUq0o
https://youtu.be/EQntaMWUq0o

hroughout 2022, we advocated to ensure that
human rights defenders and other civil society
actors could access and participate in the work of the
UN. This work included a campaign to strengthen the
UN’s NGO Committee so that its members comprise

more States that support diverse and independent civil
society participation at the UN. In a significant win,
Russia, a member of the Committee since its establish-
mentin 1947, was voted out - the first time in 75 years!
Despite Russia’s departure, however, the incoming
NGO Committee stillincludes members with deeply
problematic records on safeguarding human rights
and civil society participation.

We welcome the defeat of Venezu-
ela’s campaign for a Human Rights
Council seat. Venezuela has beena
consistent ally of China and Russiain
opposing scrutiny and accountability
initiatives at the Council.

ISHRNEW YORK CO-DIRECTOR TESS MCEVOY
QUOTED IN AFP, 11 OCTOBER 2022

After anintehse and successfulcampaign, human rights defenders
celebrate the renewal of the mandate of the Independent Expert on
the protection/from violence andidiscriminatiof on the'basis of sexual
orientation and gender identity.
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Consistent with ISHR advocacy
and emerging jurisprudence
that international law prohibits
discrimination on the grounds of a
person's status as a human rights
defender, the draft Convention
on the Right to Development now
includes a provision recognising
that States should take ‘specific
and remedial’ measures to ensure
the equality and full and effective
participation of defendersin
decision-making processes;
programmes and policymaking.

Incorporating inputs and
recommendations from ISHR,
the UN Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rightsissued
an authoritative new General
Comment on Land Rights,
recognising the vital role of land and
environmental rights defenders
and providing States with
comprehensive guidance on their
protection. Protection measures
should include public recognition,
the repeal of restrictive legislation,
the development of specific laws,
policies and programmes to protect
defenders, and the investigation
and punishment of any form of
violence or threats against them.



https://ishr.ch/action/campaigns/openthedoor2ngos/
https://ishr.ch/action/campaigns/openthedoor2ngos/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/general-comments-and-recommendations/ec12gc26-general-comment-no-26-2022-land-and
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/general-comments-and-recommendations/ec12gc26-general-comment-no-26-2022-land-and
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/new-resource-for-land-rights-defenders/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/new-resource-for-land-rights-defenders/

€€ Russia’s suspension sends
a powerful message that the
Human Rights Council is no
place for States that are

perpetrating massive human
rights violations. 99
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Following sustained advocacy by ISHR,
ILGA World and over 1200 NGO
partners from almost 150 countries,
the UN Human Rights Council
renewed the crucial expert
mandate on sexual orientation
and gender identity. This renewal,
and the lack of challenge at the
Third Committee of the General
Assembly, reaffirms the Council’s
commitment to combat discrimination

and violence, reminds all States of their obligations
towards LGBT and gender-diverse people everywhere,
and provides defenders with a critical ally in their work
for sexual and gender justice.

No Council Without Us!

KRISTIAN CHALAKOV

Our work on Human
Rights Council member-
ship and elections,
undertaken together with

Inrecent years, the
Human Rights Council has been

Amnesty International able to scrutinise international
and HRCnet, helped to crimes in Palestine, Ukraine or
increase transparency,

promote accountability, Myanmar, and to investigate sys-

strengthen the commitments, pledges and actions temic racism and pOIice violence
of various candidates, and improve the Council’s in the United States.
composition, with Bahrain withdrawing its candidacy, ISHR ADVOCATE RAPHAEL VIANA DAVID QUOTED

and Venezuela failing to secure election. IN FINANCIALTIMES, 6 OCTOBER 2022
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https://www.ft.com/content/e00c7c4f-f28a-4d6e-b9a4-eb89df8d6d81
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/7/eu-agrees-to-ban-coal-imports-from-russia-liveblog
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/un-renews-crucial-human-rights-expert-mandate-on-sexual-orientation-and-gender-identity/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/un-renews-crucial-human-rights-expert-mandate-on-sexual-orientation-and-gender-identity/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/un-renews-crucial-human-rights-expert-mandate-on-sexual-orientation-and-gender-identity/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/unga74-no-challenge-un-third-committee-renewal-independent-expert-sogi/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/unga74-no-challenge-un-third-committee-renewal-independent-expert-sogi/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/unga74-no-challenge-un-third-committee-renewal-independent-expert-sogi/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/hrc-ishr-urges-voting-states-to-prioritize-human-rights-when-voting-at-the-human-rights-council-election/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/hrc-ishr-urges-voting-states-to-prioritize-human-rights-when-voting-at-the-human-rights-council-election/
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/hrc-ishr-urges-voting-states-to-prioritize-human-rights-when-voting-at-the-human-rights-council-election/
https://ishr.ch/campaign/safeguard-civil-society-participation-at-the-united-nations-human-rights-council/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
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H#RUSSIA-OUT-OF-HRC:
ISHR WELCOMES UNGA
VOTE TO SUSPEND RUSSIA
FROM UN HUMAN RIGHTS
COUNCIL

On 7 April 2022, an overwhelming majority of States at the United
Nations General Assembly voted to suspend Russia’'s membership
of the UN Human Rights Council.

93 States voted in favour of the resolution, easily reaching
the two-thirds majority needed for such a move, while just 24
States voted against it.

'This sends a powerful message that the Human Rights Council

is no place for States that are perpetrating massive human rights
violations, including acts that amount to war crimes and crimes
against humanity,’ said ISHR Executive Director Phil Lynch. "The
atrocities reported in Bucha, the countless accounts of abuses
across Ukraine, as well as the Russian government'’s crackdown on
dissent at home: all of these can and must now be investigated in
detail by the international community, including the Human Rights
Council," he added.

The suspension came amid the continued coverage of numerous
reports of large-scale atrocities, including the alleged indiscrimi-
nate murder of civilians, committed by the Russian army as they
retreated from the region around Kyiv. Civil society actors and
allies have been pushing for Russia’s suspension from the
Human Rights Council since the start of the Russian invasion
of Ukraine.
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Includingin
The New York Times,
The Guardian,
CNN,

The Washington Post,
AlJazeera,

Le Monde,
Reuters,
Associated Press

and AFP

IN EIGHT
DIFFERENT
LANGUAGES
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This is just the second time a sitting
member of the Human Rights Council
has been suspended from the body follow-
ing a vote by the General Assembly: in March
2011, the UNGA voted to suspend Libya's
membership in the wake of its government'’s
brutal crackdown of opposition protesters
under then-leader Muammar Gaddafi.

'The General Assembly has taken a decisive
stand to publicly reprimand a permanent
member of the UN Security Council for their
actions,’ said Madeleine Sinclair, Co-Director
of ISHR's New York office. “This strength-
ens both the General Assembly and the
Human Rights Council by setting a clear
precedent: even the most powerful States
and governments can be held accountable
by the international community through
transparent processes held in legitimate
multilateral bodies,’ she highlighted.

Speaking in advance of the vote, ISHR
partner and head of the Nobel Peace Prize
winning Ukraine Centre for Civil Liberties,
Oleksandra Matviychuk, said, ‘Russia’s

war against Ukraine has destroyed the
international system of peace and security.
This war causes daily pain, suffering and
death to civilians, as Russia commits war
crimes as a method of warfare. Against
this background, Russia’s participation in
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ISHR STATEMENT ON RUSSIA'S WAR AGAINST UKRAINE:
"WE STAND IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE PEOPLE OF UKRAINE"

the Human Rights Council looks like an evil
mockery and undermines the trust of people
around the world in the UN.'

Rules regarding the suspension of a member
of the UN Human Rights Council are set

in OP8 of General Assembly resolution
©60/251. From the beginning of the Russian
war of aggression in Ukraine, ISHR and civil
society partners pushed for Putin’s Russia

to be suspended from the Council and held
accountable forits actions. m
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https://youtu.be/tC8kM7S-JzQ
https://youtu.be/tC8kM7S-JzQ
https://youtu.be/tC8kM7S-JzQ
https://youtu.be/tC8kM7S-JzQ
https://ishr.ch/campaign/states-must-vote-russiaoutofhrc-join-the-campaign/
https://ishr.ch/campaign/states-must-vote-russiaoutofhrc-join-the-campaign/
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€€ ECOSOC members must The demarche that ISHR
ensure the NGO Committee initiated on behalf of my
finally fulfils its mandate s brother with the UN Com-
and that its members stop WA s

IR
B 4

mittee against Torture gives
arbitrarily denying civil him not just visibility inter-
society groups accesstothe nationally, but also hope
UN for political reasons. 99 | that his struggle for human

rights is not in vain.

QUOTED IN ASSOCIATED PRESS, 8 DECEMBER 2022

FATMA ELHAFIDI, SISTER OF JAILED SAHRAWI
o i HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER ABDELMOULA ELHAFIDI
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https://apnews.com/article/china-india-united-nations-government-states-51d74ad5f9743ead51122c2668d13584

JOINED JUNE
2022

RETIRED
JUNE2022
FOLLOWING
ENDOF
SECONDTERM
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OURTEAM LKL

Vrinda Grover | Chair

India

Indian lawyer and humanrights defender,
successfully litigating landmark cases
inrelation to women's rights, police
accountability, freedom of the press and
sexual minorities.

Katarina Bervar Sternad | Vice-Chair
Slovenia

Executive Director of PIC Legal Centre for

the Protection of Human Rights and the
Environmentin Slovenia, with expertise on
migrant and refugee rights, women's rights
and NGO management.

Jean-Claude Erné | Treasurer
Switzerland

Equity Partner at Banque Pictet and Head of
Pictet Wealth Management in Switzerland;
lawyer admitted to the Geneva Bar.

Shaharzad Akbar | Member
Afghanistan

Woman humanrights defender, Executive
Director of Rawadari and former Chair of
the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights
Commission.

Elizabeth Broderick | Member
Australia

Expert member of UN Working Group on Dis-
crimination against Women and Girls; Adjunct
Professor at The University of Sydney; former
Australian Sex Discrimination Commissioner.

Alice Mogwe | Member

Botswana

Director of Ditshwanelo (the Botswana
Centre for Human Rights); President of the
International Federation for Human Rights
(FIDH); former Chairperson of the Southern
Africa Trust.
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Heba Morayef | Member

Egypt

MENA Regional Director with Amnesty
International; former Egypt Director at Human
Rights Watch and Associate Director of the
Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights.

Erik Mgse | Member

Norway

Retired judge of the Supreme Court of
Norway; former judge of the European Court
of Human Rights and former President of the
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda.

Lucia Nader | Member

Brazil

Expert on human rights and civil society
organisations; Board member of the Fund
for Global Human Rights; former Executive
Director of Conectas Human Rights in Brazil.

Mona Sabella | Member

Palestine

Human rights defender coordinating global
efforts on corporate capture and corporate
accountability at ESCR-Net; former
International Advocacy Officer with Cairo
Institute for Human Rights Studies.

Bruno Stagno Ugarte | Member
CostaRica

Chief Advocacy Officer with Human Rights
Watch; previously Executive Director of
Security Council Report, and Foreign Minister
of CostaRica.

Mirostaw Wyrzykowski | Member
Poland

Chair of the Human Rights Department,
Faculty of Law and Administration, University
of Warsaw; former judge of the Constitutional
Tribunal of Poland.

RETIRED MARCH
2022FOLLOWING
APPOINTMENTTO
UNCOMMISSION
OFINQUIRYON
UKRAINE

RETIRED
JUNE2022
FOLLOWING
ENDOF
SECONDTERM

JOINED JUNE
2022



Nada Awad
HRC Advocacy Coordinator

Marianne Bertrand
Campaign and Mobilisation Manager
@MariBertl

Salomé Boucif

Training and Advocacy Support
Manager

@Salome_ISHR

Sarah Brooks
Programme Director
@SarahMcNeer

Marina Dailly
Finance Director

Paula Danilczyk
Digital Communications Officer
@Paula_ISHR
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Sonia Derreumaux
Finance Manager

Christine Do Phan
Communications Director
@Christine_ISHR

Salma El Hosseiny
Programme Manager
(Human Rights Council)
@Salma_ISHR

Marie Elseroad
Human Resources Manager

Adélaide Etong Kame
Programme Manager (Africa)
@Adelaide_ISHR

Elise Golay
Campaign and Mobilisation Manager
@EliseGolay



Eva Homolkova
Fundraising and Grants Manager

Fabiana Leibl
HRCnet Coordinator
@Fabileibl

Tina Luft
Digital Communications Consultant
@Tina_ISHR

Phil Lynch
Executive Director
@PhilAlynch

Tess McEvoy

New York Office Co-Director and
Legal Counsel

@Tess_L_McEvoy

JoselMenez
Office and Programme
Support Assistant
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Eleanor Openshaw
Programme Director
@EleanorOpenshaw

Maithili Pai

Programme Officer, Civil Society
Access and Participation

Elected staff representative to
the ISHR Board

@MaithiliPai

Pooja Patel
Programme Director
@Pooja_ISHR

Francisco Pérez
Communications and Media Manager
@FranciscoJPGz

Vincent Ploton

Director of Development and
Treaty Body Advocacy
@VPloton

Antsa Rakotonanahary
Finance Coordinator



Marco Barbosa Santos Stéphanie Wamba
Office and Programme Support Africa Advocate
Assistant @StephanieWamba
Madeleine Sinclair Andrés Zaragoza

New York Office Co-Director and
Legal Counsel
@Madeleine_ISHR

Programme Manager
(Business and Human Rights)
@a_zarag

Javier Urizar Montes de Oca
Legal and Programme Officer

@Javi_Urizar FELLOWS
AND INTERNS

Mercy Awino, Giselle Ayala, Lamar Bailey,
Samira Ben Ali, Segolene Bosshart, Laura
Chaparro, Olivia De Gaudemar, Anna

Raphaél Viana David Devine, Alexandra Galo, Gleisson Juvino,
China and Latin America Advocate Nadia Nibaruta, Claire Pawlecki, Tomke
@vdraphael Ptasinki, Ando Rakotovoahangy, Jesselina

Rana, Catalina Robayo Serrano, Rene
Torres, Lloydia Walters, Kiersten West

The names of some Human Rights
Defender Fellows have been omitted for
Diego Villanueva security reasons.

Office and Programme Support
Manager

@DiegolSHR

Clément Nyaletsossi Voule
Senior Advisor
@CVoule
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THANK YOU

Governmental and
Intergovernmental Donors

Anonymous (US)

Canada - DFATD

Canton de Genéve

Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Denmark - Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Finland - Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Irish Aid

Liechtenstein - Office for Foreign Affairs
Netherlands - Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Norway - Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Organisation internationale de la
Francophonie (OIF)

Permanent Mission of Australia to
the UNin Geneva

Switzerland - Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs

United Kingdom - Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Office

US State Department
Ville de Geneve

WWW.ISHR.CH/DONATE

The generous contributions of our donors sustain
our work to support human rights defenders,
strengthen human rights systems and achieve
human rights change. They provide hope and
make change happen!

AS AREGISTERED NON-PROFIT ASSOCIATION IN SWITZERLAND, AND
RECOGNISED AS TAX EXEMPT IN THE US UNDER SECTION 501(C)(3) OF THE
INTERNAL REVENUE CODE, YOURGIFT TO ISHR MAY BE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
INTHESE AND OTHER JURISDICTIONS. PLEASE SUPPORT HUMAN RIGHTS
DEFENDERS AND INVEST IN ISHR.

Trusts and Foundations

Brot fuir die Welt (Bread for the World)
Ford Foundation

Hans Wilsdorf Foundation

Open Society Foundations

Sigrid Rausing Trust

Individual and
Corporate Donors
$5000+

DLA Piper

Elizabeth Broderick
Krystyna Campbell-Pretty
Eileen Donahoe

Meta

Microsoft

$1000 - 4999
Anonymous donor

Jean-Claude and Krista Erné
Jon Webster

$500 - 999
Professor Hilary Charlesworth

Professor Hurst Hannum
Rosemary McCreery
Professor Meg Satterthwaite
Patricia Schulz

Chris and Margaret Sidoti

$101 -499

Justice Elizabeth Evatt, Professor Olivier de
Frouville, Hugh de Kretser, David and Judith
Lynch, Phil Lynch and Lucy McKernan, Paul
Munn, John Shawley, Maria Stewart

Up to $100

Wolfgang Benedek, Salomé Boucif,

Erin Carey, Christine Do Phan, Ted Gillin,
James Langrish-Smith, Lorraine Potts,
Madeleine Sinclair, Sophie Sinclair, Chan
Thack, Diego Villanueva, Amy Zambetti

International law firms

During 2022, ISHR worked with some
of the world’s leading law firms and
counsel on a pro bono basis, enabling us
to leverage substantial legal expertise
and resources.

Ashurst
DLA Piper

Essex Court Chambers (UK) -
Ben Juratowitch KC, Alison Macdonald KC,
NaomiHart, Amy Sander

FAR Avocats - Daniel Miiller

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer

Shearman & Sterling

Thorndon Chambers (NZ) - Robert Kirkness
White & Case

Legal clinics, including Aix-Marseille
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({4 Protesting for climate justiceis a
legal and moral right. The criminalisa-
tion and jailing of people for exercising
this rightis illegal under international
law and morally indefensible. 99

|SHR DIRECTOR PHILLYNCH QUOTED IN THE GUARDIAN, 3 DECEMBER 2022



https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/dec/03/un-official-alarmed-by-jailing-of-climate-activist-who-blocked-traffic-on-sydney-harbour-bridge
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ISHR is deeply committed to principles
of good governance, transparency and
accountability.

In 2022, ISHR's finances and financial management
and reporting systems were independently audited
by Beau HLB.

The ISHR Board met on four occasions during

2022, with an average attendance of 72% per
meeting, addressing issues including the external
environment, governance, strategy, policy, risk,
holistic security, human resources and staff
wellbeing, programmatic outcomes and impacts,
evaluations and learnings, and fundraising and
financial resource management.

The Board also convened two expert panel discus-
sions to inform ISHR strategy and programmes. The
first panel, in June, focused on the implications of
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine for international human
rights law and institutions, together with strategies
to ensure principled responses to current and future
human rights crises. The second panel, in December,
focused on decolonising international human rights

law, institutions and discourse.
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ISHR is committed to addressing all forms

of discrimination and promoting diversity
and inclusion, both internally and through
our programmatic support to women human
rights defenders, defenders of LGBTI rights,
and anti-racism defenders, among others.

There were no formally reported breaches of ISHR's
Code of Conduct or Anti-Discrimination and Equal
Opportunity Policy in 2022.

Of ISHR's Board members, six of nine are women,
including the Chair and Vice Chair. The composition
of ISHR's Board reflects organisational values of
diversity and representation, with members from

the Asia-Pacific, Africa, the Middle East and North
Africa, Latin America, North America, and Western
and Eastern Europe. Their work as human rights
defenders across various sectors - NGOs, NHRIs,
academia, government, courts and private sector -
brings diverse experience and expertise to ISHR.
Four of six members of ISHR’s Senior Management
Team are women, while eight of ten members of

the Directors’ Group are women. ISHR's Executive
Director is a member of the International Gender
Champions initiative.

ISHR's Working Group on Non-Discrimination,
Diversity and Inclusion, which reports both to the
Director and directly to the ISHR Board, continued

to monitor and make recommendations on ways to
better address structural and systemic discrimination
and promote diversity and inclusivity. In collaboration
with the Human Resources Manager, this resulted in
an update of recruitment policies as well as the devel-
opment of a mandatory staff training programme.
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* In2022, the Working Group commissioned an
independent assessment of ISHR's internal policies
and practices on diversity, equity and inclusion, with
a primary focus on anti-racism. The assessment gave
ISHR aracial equity index score of 4.03/5, indicating
an ‘environment that promotes racial equity with
room for growth and learning’. Together with the
Working Group, ISHR management, staff and Board
are now considering key insights and recommen-
dations from the assessment and developing an
implementation plan.

We consider that holistic security and a
focus on wellbeing are paramount to the
safety and sustainability of defenders and
their work, as well as that of ISHR staff.

*  Throughout 2022, ISHR continued to strengthen
its approach on these vital issues, implementing
our Holistic Security Policy as well as advice and
recommendations from our Working Group on Digital
Security. During the year we experienced a signif-
icantincrease in phishing attacks. We are working
with external experts to further strengthen our digital
security practices and update our IT infrastructure.

* We continued to implement our organisational
Wellbeing Policy under the leadership of the
Wellbeing Working Group. ISHR's staff strategy
retreat included dedicated sessions on wellbeing,
project planning, workload management, and
effective and empowering staff management.

* InherDecemberreport tothe ISHR Board, ISHR's
Staff Representative noted ‘considerable improve-
ment’ in workload management and wellbeing at
ISHR in the post-pandemic period, while noting there
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remains scope for enhancement. The streamlining
of practices on planning, monitoring, evaluation and
learning (PMEL), as well as an institutional reorgani-
sation into dynamic clusters, has contributed to this
improvement.

We are committed to climate justice and

to a healthy and sustainable environment.
We stand with and support environmental
human rights defenders. ISHR also
recognises that it has a responsibility to the
environment beyond legal and regulatory
requirements.

* In2022, we continued to implement our Environ-
mental Policy, setting out our commitment to
promote a healthy and sustainable environment,
reduce our environmental impact, and continually
improve our environmental performance including
as amember of the 2050 today initiative.

* With the pandemic precipitating a period of digital
innovation at ISHR, and with the continued evolu-
tion of hybrid work practices, we have considerably
reduced both staff and partner emissions associated
with our activities.

* ISHR's Strategic Framework 2021-25 identifies
defenders working onissues of environmental justice
and sustainability as a priority group for support.

* ISHRis proud to have contributed to the successful
adoption of an historic resolution at the UN General
Assembly in 2022 recognising the right to a clean,
healthy and sustainable environment.


https://2050today.org/
https://ishr.ch/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/ishr-strategic-framework-2021-2025.pdf
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Thisis an extract of ISHR’s audited financial
statements for the year ended 31 December
2022. For a complete version, please contact
Marina Dailly at m.dailly@ishr.ch

PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT BALANCE SHEET AT
FOR YEAR ENDED 31DECEMBER 2022 31DECEMBER 2022
INCOME 2022 CHF 2021CHF ASSETS 2022 CHF 2021 CHF
REVENUES - CORE CURRENTASSETS
Governmental agencies 923,106 1,245,817 Petty cash 402 814
Foundations & trusts 514,910 381,050 Bank accounts & special bank accounts 1,015,995 1,559,535
Individual and corporate donors VEAR) 14,201 Sub-total 1,016,397 1,560,349
Otherrevenue 84,646 72,913
Total core grants 1,600,818 1,713,981 Debtors 55,746 11,630
REVENUES - EARMARKED Withholding tax : E
Governmental agencies 1,336,284 1,715,184 DEFERRED & ACCRUED ASSETS
Foundations & trusts 768,807 223,187 Deferred expenses = =
Intergovernmental agencies 0 22,000 Grant receivable Gvt & inter-Gov 1,134,736 406,938
Special contributions & consultancy 27,736 42,217 Grant receivable non-Gvt 456,215 305,353
Total revenues earmarked 2,132,827 2,002,588 Total deferred & accrued assets 1,590,951 712,291
TOTAL INCOME 3,733,645 3,716,568 TOTAL ASSETS 2,663,093 2,284,271
COSTS LIABILITIES AND RESERVES
Personnel cost GVA 2,634,027 2,205,580
LIABILITIES
GENERAL EXPENDITURE Current liabilities 108,173 150,606
Missions, travel, accommodation 351,102 374114 Provisions 2,729 51,408
Publications, translations, outreach 166,385 407,365 Sub-total 110,902 202,014
Office rentals, operating cost 272,162 294,840
Financial charges, audit fees 29,503 60,952 Deferred grants 1,857,144 1,397,980
Governance & strategy 48,097 1,929 Total liabilities 1,968,046 1,599,994
New York costs 221,597 281,764 RESERVES
TOTALCOSTS 3,722,874 3,626,543 Reserve funds 684,276 594,251
END OF YEAR RESULT 10,772 90,025 )
Excessincome (charges) for the year 10,771 90,025
Totalreserves 695,048 684,276
TOTALLIABILITIES AND RESERVES 2,663,093 2,284,271
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HUMAN
RIGHTS
ARTISTS

"The future of human rights
must be hopeful. When

we only show the abuses,
people start to believe that
we live in a world of crisis
with no alternative. We
believe that the image of
human rights needs to be
reimagined so we can bring
more people on board".

This is the mission of
Reimagining Human Rights,
an amazing project by
Fine Acts, in partnership
with hope-based comms.
Together, they are building
the largest collection of
free, evergreen, hopeful
visual content around
human rights, for activists
and nonprofits around

the world to use in their
campaigns.

The artworks were adapted
from the original rendering
created by the artists
shown below, for use within
ourannual reportand are
licenced under Attribution-
NonCommercial-
ShareAlike 4.0
International.
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Anina Takeff | Germany/Bulgaria

Anina Takeff is a German-Bulgarianiillustrator and graphic designer
basedin Berlin and Sofia. She likes experimenting with shapes and
colours, putting a spin on the everyday challenges of the modern
world and portraying strong and brave women. Her work is often
influenced by her love of jazz, novels, architecture and exploring
new places.

Pg8: Adapted from
the original work
shownhere

AINik | Bulgaria/France

AINikis anillustrator and a visual practitioner based in Europe.

An Art History and Theory & Methodology in Art Education
graduate, she is passionate about using art, visual narrative and
communication to explore different ways to deliver messagesina
creative and responsible way. Working and living between Bulgaria
and France, she is part of Nomadways (France), a collective that
designs kick-ass artistic educational workshops, and anillustration
contributor at the creative journalism collective "Brush & Bow"
(United Kingdom).

E o & Pgl7

Daniela Yankova (Shadowchaser) | Bulgaria
Daniela Yankovais a visual artist. She has a wonderful dachshund,
with whom she lives happily. Her head is constantly buzzing with
ideas and projects.

Pg23

Laura Andrade | Portugal

Laura Andrade is a graphic designer, illustrator, 2D animator, and
motion designer from sunny and tropical Madeira Island, Portugal.
Ever since she canremember she loves to express herself visually,
and that can take various forms, colours, and shapes. She has
done aBachelorin Design at IADE, Lisbon, an MAin Graphic Design
at FIDI, Florence, and an MAin Animation Production at AUB,
Bournemouth. Since 2015 she has been doing freelance work and
is now focusing onit full-time, after finishing her last MAin 2020.
She s passionate and dedicated for what she does and always
hungry for more.
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Vanessa Mundle (Minttu) | Germany

Vanessais a freelance illustrator, graphic designer and artist
based in Leipzig, Germany. Besides creating she loves everything
colourful, empowering, questioning and has a weakness for
dinosaurs and cat videos. Under the label minttuiillustrations
Vanessa creates drawings and illustrations that reflect
observations and thoughts between political claims and social
reality and depict corresponding points of friction. The focus of
her artistic work is on dealing with the topics of solidarity, inclusive
feminism and a certain amount of escapism and self-love.
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Kristian Chalakov | Bulgaria

Kristianis a youngillustrator from Plovdiv, Bulgaria. Known for his
style and aesthetic that combine elements from Bulgarianand
Balkan folklore, communist propagandaimagery, pop culture and
aboveall - queer culture. His artis all about telling stories, creating
characters, bringing representation to marginalised groups and
their experiences across his home country Bulgaria. Playful,
symbolistic and traditional with a unique personal touch.

£ Pg41: Adapted from
*  theoriginalwork
shown here

Izabela Markova | Bulgaria

Izabela was born and raised in Sofia. Grew up with love for drawing
and nature. Graduated from the National Academy of Arts in Sofia,
Bulgaria. Currently working as a graphic designerin a branding
agency. Very passionate aboutllustrations. Nature is her biggest
inspiration.
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NEW
RESOURCES

ALSO
AVAILABLEIN
FRENCH &
SPANISH

Third Party Interventions (TPIs) provide
useful information for those dealing with
human rights cases (judicial or quasi-
judicial mechanisms) that helps them
reach legally-sound decisions. This guide

In 2022, ISHR published a number of resources supporting
all people who defend, promote and protect human rights.
A selection can be seen below while a complete listing is
available at https://ishr.ch/defenders-toolbox/resources/

A SEAT AT
THE TABLE
&5
; ALSO
AVAILABLEIN

SPANISH,
FRENCH&
TURKISH

Whether as community activists, NGO
workers, or diplomats, most of us who
support humanrights are involved in
putting stories outinto the world. Our
guide to crafting effective human

seeks to demystify and democratise the
TPIs procedure and thus widen the circle
of those who can make use of it. It aims to
do so by providing practical tools and tips
on how to submit TPIs to the UNTBs.

This new ISHR report presents the evolu-
tion of China's public stance on reprisals
indialogues at the UN, and summarises
the way in which it has portrayed civil
society’s cooperation withthe UN as a
‘criminal act’.

rights narratives at the UN is now
available in French, Spanish and Turkish,
in addition to English.

On 31 August 2022, the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) released its much-awaited
report on serious human rights violations
in the Uyghur region (Xinjiang). ISHR
prepared a multilingual explainer to
break down the report’s findings.

ISHR and ILGA World have examined the
work of 54 UN Special Procedures over the
last eleven years to compile factsheets
listing the references and recommendations
made by these experts regarding LGBTI
persons, sexual orientation, gender identity,
gender expression and sex characteristics
(SOGIESC). Check out the latest update
here.

Drawing on legal analysis and illustrative
cases, this report shows that one of the
many challenges posed by the National
Security Law for Hong Kong is an effec-
tive criminalisation of engagement with
the UN - and as aresult, a chilling effect
on defenders’ engagement.
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