
ISHR strengthens human rights defenders’ power, turning
courage into influence by equipping them to use the global
human rights system to deliver justice at home. 

TZ’UNUNIJA MOVEMENT
In Guatemala, Indigenous women are largely marginalised and their voices too often
overlooked in political spheres where decisions about their lives and futures are made. Yet
when their communities and land are threatened, they are the first ones to rise to defend
their peoples’ lives and territories.  

Groups like the Tz’ununija Indigenous Women’s Movement refuses to be
silenced. 

Bringing together more than 85 women’s organisations from the Maya, Garifuna, and Xinka
communities, the movement empowers Indigenous women to speak for their communities
and demand justice. 

How does ISHR support Tz’ununija? 
When the UN expert on adequate housing announced a visit to Guatemala in 2025, ISHR
prepared and guided the movement for their advocacy to be channeled through this human
rights mechanism, ensuring their voices were included in the process. 

ISHR’s expertise of the global human rights system meant the Tz’ununija
movement could expose the dire housing conditions, forced evictions and
displacement faced by Indigenous women. We provided: 



Their concerns were reflected in the expert’s preliminary conclusions and will influence his
final report and recommendations that he will present to UN States in March 2026. 

Armed with additional skills, knowledge and confidence members of the
movement came to the UN in Geneva. 

They took part in another key process, Guatemala’s review before the Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination, and ISHR supported them. 

With your support, ISHR can continue to work with movements like the
Tz’ununija Indigenous Women’s Movement, to seek recognition for their
struggles, protect their communities and secure reparation for violations
using the global human rights system to fight back.

DONATE

Coaching: A workshop with 27 women, explaining how to engage with UN Special
Procedures and how to use the global system to expose local injustices. 
Connection: In July, ISHR supported 15 women to travel from different regions of
Guatemala to the capital, where they presented their report directly to the UN expert. 

As a result

https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/housing/2025-07-25-eom-guatemala-sr-housing-en.pdf
https://zurichfoundation.benevity.org/community/fundraiser/9506

