12th Session of the open-ended intergovernmental working group on transnational corporations and other business enterprises with respect to human rights
Article 1.3 – Proposal 11
Thank you Mr. Chair.
This is a joint statement with ESCR-Net, Feminists for a Binding Treaty, Franciscans International, the Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL) and International Service for Human Rights.
We note that the Chair’s proposal for article 1.3 does not reference the right to a clean, healthy, and sustainable environment, as was explicitly mentioned in the third draft, and even though several States proposed its re-inclusion during past negotiations, and by Palestine in the current session, also as mentioned in the Chair’s proposal and summary. 
This would be consistent with the recognition of the right by the UN Human Rights Council and General Assembly, and with the International Court of Justice’s advisory opinion on State obligations with respect to Climate Change which concluded that “the human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment is essential for the enjoyment of other human rights” as well as the Inter-American  Court of Human Rights advisory opinion.
It is important to explicitly mention the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment in article 1. We note the incorporation of “environment” in the 2025 Chair proposal for Article 6, and think that its incorporation into the definition of human rights abuse would ensure greater coherence for the implementation and interpretation of the Treaty. Similarly, and as suggested by various delegations, we would also encourage the inclusion of the right to a healthy environment in the preamble. 
Lastly, on the discussion on the language on abuses and violations, we also support Brazil’s and Palestine’s statements. 
Thank you.

